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" God commandeth all men everywhere to re- 
pent : because he hath appointed a day in the 
which he wiU judge the world in righteousness, 
by that man whom he hath ordained.'^ (Acts 
xvii. 30, 31.) " In the day of wrath and reve- 
lation of the righteous judgment of God, he 
will render to every man according to his 
deeds. To them who by patient continuance 
in well-doing seek for glory and honour and 
immortality, eternal life ; but unto them that 
are contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every 
soul of man that doeth eviL "Eot ^& ^sascss^ 



4 THE DOOM 07 DIPENITEKI SINKESa 

as have sinned without law shaU also perish 
without law : and as many as have sinned in 
the law shall be judged by the law ; in the 
day when Qod shall judge the secrets of men 
by Jesus Christ." (Rom. iL 5-16.) 

"For we must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ ; that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad.'' (2 Cor. v. 10.) " When the Son of man 
shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of 
his glory : and before him shall be gathered 
all nations ; and he shall separate them one 
from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goats : and he shall set the sheep on 
his right hand, but the goats on the left 
Then shall the King say unto them on his 
right hand. Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
irJierit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world.'' (Matt. xxv. 
31-34.) " Then shall he say unto them on his 
left hand. Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting Sre, prepared ior tli^ disvil and hia 
M£-eM'' (Matt. xxv. 41.) 
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Those who repented of their sins, trusted in 
Jesus for salvation, took His yoke, became His 
servants, and obeyed His laws, will then have 
eternal life, and those who did not repent of 
their sins, or trust in Him for salvation, or 
take His yoke and become His servants, or 
obey His laws, will go away from BKs judgment- 
seat into everlasting punishment (Matt. xxv. 
46.) Their punishment must last for ever 
and ever : they can never be forgiven ; they 
can never cease to suffer. 

I. They can never be forgiven. 

Jesus the judge, and His apostles, who were 
inspired by His Spirit to teach in His name, 
have declared that their punishment will be 
everlasting. 

1. The passages in which their pwnishment 
is said to he everlasting. 

(1.) In some passages the punishment of 
sinners is said to be aUovio<$, everlasting. 

More than fifty times is this word used in 
the New Testament by Jesus and His inspired 
servants to express eternal duration, of which 
the following are a few instances \ — 
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" GkKi SO loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish but have everlasting 
life." (John iii 16.) 

"He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life." (John iii 36.) 

"This is the will of him that sent me, that 
every one which seeth the Son, and believeth 
on him, may have everlasting Ufa" (John 
vi. 40.) 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you. He that be- 
lieveth on me hath everlasting life." (John 
vi. 47.) 

"My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me : and I give unto 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish." 
(John X. 27, 28.) 

" Make to yourselves friends of the mammon 
of unrighteousness; that when ye fail, they 
may receive you into everlasting habitations" 
(Luke xvi 9.) 

" For we know that if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of Ghd, an house not mad^m^kYvasLds^ 
^^0i7ial in the ieavens." (2 Cot. v. \:^ 
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"I endure all things for the elect's sakes, 
that they may also obtain the salvation whicii 
is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory/' (2 Tim. 
ii. 10.) 

'* The God of all grace, who hath called us 
unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus." 
(1 Peter v. 10.) 

" Christ hath entered in once into the holy 
place, having obtained eternal redemption for 
us.'' (Heb. ix. 12.) 

" Tliat great shepherd of the sheep through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant" (Heb. 
xiii 20.) 

"The everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Pet i. 10, 11.) 

"Christ, through the eternal Spirit, oflPered 
himself without spot to God.'' (Heb. ix. 14.) 

" We shew unto you that eternal life which 
was with the Father, and was manifested unto 
us." (1 John L 2.) 

" The everlasting God." (Rom. xvi. 26.) 

"To whom be honour and power everlast- 
ing." (1 Tim. vi 16.) 

No stronger term could be selected in the 
Greek language to express eternal dHx^tks^ 
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It describes the duration of heaven, of redemp- 
tion, of the covenant of grace, of the kingdom 
of Christ, of the Holy Spirit, of Jesus, of God ; 
and therefore it certainly describes duration 
without end. 

And this word Jesus and His apostles selected 
to express the duration of the punishment of 
sinners in the following passages : — 

'' He that shaU blaspheme dgainst the Holy 
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger 
of eternal damnation," (Mark iii 29.) 

" If thy hand or ihy foot offend thee, cut 
them offy and cast them from thee : it is better 
for thee to enter into life haU or maimed, 
rather than having two hands or two feet to 
be cast into everlasting fire!* (Matt, xviii 8.) 

" Then shall he say unto themr on his left 
hand, Depart from me, ye cv/rsed, into ever- 
lasting fire.'* (Matt. xxv. 41.) 

" These shall go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment." (Matt. xxv. 46.) 

" Who shall be pwnished with everlasting 
destruction.*' (2 Thess. i. 9.) 

Jesus and His apostles would certainly not 
have used this word to describe the punish- 
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ment of sinners, if they had wished to convey 
the idea that it was not everlasting, because 
the frequent use of it in other cases to express 
eternal duration would necessarily lead their 
hearers to attach that idea to it in these cases 
likewise. It is also improbable that when it 
is used to describe punishment it should not 
be used in its ordinary sense, because it is used 
so many times ; and because no weaker word 
expressing a limited period is ever employed 
for the same purpose. 

It is sometimes, moreover, so employed as 
to shew distinctly that it was meant to con- 
vey the idea of everlasting. When Jesus said, 
''He that shall blaspheme against the Holy 
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger 
of eternal danmation,'^ (Mark iil 29,) He used 
the words "eternal damnation" to express the 
exact opposite to being ever forgiven; and 
if the words « eternal damnation" mean never 
to be forgiven, then the word " etemar' must 
be here used in its ordinary sense of a damna- 
tion without end. When Jesus declared that 
at the last day He will say to unbelievers, 
** Depart from me, ye cursed, into everla&t\a^ 
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lasting/* duration without end, because the 
word "destruction" forbids the idea of recovery. 
Hence the word auovio^, everlasting, as ap- 
plied to the punishment of the wicked, must 
express a duration without end. 

If in two places only the Apostle Paul uses 
the word in an extraordinary sense to express 
a long period, in the one phrase peculiar to 
him,' irpo %/o6i/o)i/ altovleov, "before eternal 
times,'' the unusual sense cannot without rea- 
son be attached to all those numerous pas- 
sages in which there is nothing to forbid us 
accepting it in its ordinary sense.* The plain 
usual meaning of this word being "eternal," no 
one has a right to attach to it an unusual 
meaning when it is applied to the punishment 
of sinners. Its frequent use in the prediction 
of that punishment, to the exclusion of weaker 
words, shews that it is used in its ordinary 
sense ; and this sense is further established by 
the way in which the word is distinctly op- 

* 2 Tim. i. 9 ; Titus L 2. In Jude 7 the word expresses 
the eternal punishment of the persons, not the material 
fire which burnt up their cities; and PHUemon 15 ex* 
presses the eternal brotherhood ot bc^Ws^^c^. 
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John ii 17.) Now, here the words "never" 
(" not for ever"') and " for ever/' signify eter- 
nally. So when it is said of Jesus that He 
continues " for ever," (Heb. vii. 24,) that He 
is a High Priest " for ever," (Heb. v. 6, vi 
20, vil 28,) and of the Holy Spirit that He 
abides with believers "for ever," (John xiv. 
16,) the phrase means eternally. But this 
phrase is also used to express the punishment 
of sinners. Thus Jesus said, " He that shall 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never 
forgiveness," and added, " neither in this world 
nor in the world to come." (Matt. xii. 32.) Of 
some other sinners the Apostle Peter wrote, 
"These are wells without water, clouds that 
are carried with a tempest, to whom the mist 
of darkness is reserved for ever," (2 Peter ii 
17 ;) and the Apostle Jude wrote of a similar 
class, " These are wandering stars, to whom is 
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever." 
(Jude 13.) 

Now, sinners who can never have forgive- 
ness, but to whom is reserved a moral dark- 
ness for ever, must suffer a punishment which 
can never end. 
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(3.) Another phrase used bythe sacred writers 
to express eternal duration, is 6t9 tov<: al&va<i 
T&p amv(0Vy " to ages of ages." This is em- 
ployed to express the duration of the glory 
which is due to Jesus, (1 Pet iv. 11 ; Eev. i. 6 ;) 
of the life of Jesus, (Rev. i 18 ;) of the glory 
due to God, (GaL L 5 ;) of the reign of God, 
(Rev. XL 1 5 ;) and of His existence, (Rev. iv. 9, 10, 
XV. 7.) It is used of those things which are 
manifestly and essentially eternal, and is never 
used of any things oi a limited duration. Yet 
it is also employed in the following passages of 
the punishment of sinners :— 

"i/* (my man vjorship tiie beast and his 
imagey and receive his mark in his forehead, or 
in his hand, the same shall drink of the mne 
of the wrath of Ood, which is poured oui 
wiihout 7nixtv/re into the Cfwp of his indigna- 
tion : and he shall he tormented witii fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, 
and in the presence of the Lamb : and the 
smoke of their torment ascendeih up for ever 
and ever.*' (Rev. xiv, 9-11.) 

'' And the devil thai deceived them was cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the 
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beast and the fahe prophet are, and shall be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever,** 
(Rev. XX. 10.) 

The same phrase which is employed to de- 
scribe the duration of the existence of Jesus 
and of God, is used to express the duration of 
the punishment of sinners ; and it cannot mean 
any duration less than eternal 

No hope for sinners in general can be derived 
from the statement that this is the punishment 
of those who receive the mark of the beast, 
whoever they may be, because it expresses the 
suffering which is caused by the lake of fire ; 
and into that lake all will eventually be cast 
who did not believe in Jesus, (Rev. xxL 8,) all 
who have not loved and served Him, (Matt. xxv. 
41,) and all whose names are not written in 
His Book of Life, (Rev. xx. 15.) All, therefore, 
who are unbelievers, not trusting in Jesus for 
salvation, all who do not love and serve Him, 
and all who are not as disciples registered in 
His*Book of Life, will be shut up in hell for 
ages of ages. They can never be forgiven; 
their punishment is without end. 

This evidence is conclusive. Hai^lci&^^st^ 
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" eternal" been used once only to describe the 
duration of the punishment of unbelievers, it 
would have rendered its eternity too probable ; 
but it is used several times to describe that 
duration, while every weaker word expressing 
a limited duration is excluded. This is done 
while the word is frequently used in its ordi- 
nary sense to describe the eternity of God, and 
of the blessedness of saints, without the least 
intimation that, in passages relating to punish- 
ment, an extraordinary sense is intended ; and 
once, at least, it is used of the punishment of 
sinners, in direct opposition to words express- 
ing limited duration. Then, the phrase "for 
ever" is employed to express the same fact, not 
once but three times, by diflferent writers ; and 
finally, the phrase " for ever and ever," the 
strongest known m the language to express 
eternal duration, is twice employed for the same 
purpose ; and all these strong terms are used 
without a single hint through the whole book 
that the duration of punishment is limited. 

2. Tescts which imply the eternal punish" 
^^^e^ of sinners. In addition to \ii^^^ ^^xroa 
^iiere are other statements in t\ift ^e^ "^^^ 
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tament, which, without usingtheword "eternal,*' 
no less clearly declare that the punishment of 
the wicked can never end. 

When Jesus predicted the treachery of Judas, 
he added, " Woe unto that man by whom the 
Son of Tnan is betrayed ! it had been good for 
that man if he had not been bom.*' (Matt, xxvi 
24.) 

K any length of penal suffering could bring 
that sinner to repentance and pardon, so that 
he might have an eternity of bliss, his exist- 
ence would, on the whole, be to him an eternal 
good ; but since his whole existence is to him 
an evil, it follows that he can never be for- 
given ; and other sinners as guilty as he must 
meet with as extended a punishment 

Our Lord, addressing one who has wronged 
another, says, " Agree with thine adversary 
quickly, whites thou art in the way with him, ; 
lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to 
the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the 
officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily 
I say unto thee, Thou shaU by no means come 
out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost 
farOvingr (Matt v. 25, ^6.^ iaAVw\»%^^ 

B 
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Wother their trespasses" (Matt xviii 
It is here said of sinners who ai 
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To the rich man, who, at his death. 
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you cannot; neither can they pass to W5 that 
would come from thence.'' (Luke xvi. 26.) The 
supposition that the alleged impossibility to 
pass from one state to another is temporary ; 
because our Lord described the present state 
of the damned, and not their state at the judg^ 
ment-day, is sustained by no proof. Our Lord 
states, that between the lost and the saved there 
is an impassable gulf. He is a bold commen- 
tator who flatters wicked men that the gulf 
may possibly be filled up at the judgment-day. 
If the acts of the present life have made the 
gulf already impassable to the prisoners, what 
will it not be when all the impenitence and 
hatred which have been accumulating in the 
place of torment have deepened and widened 
it! Our Lord states, that at death the gulf 
between the lost and the saved becomes impass- 
able ; no syllable in the Scriptures hints that 
it will ever grow less ; and in the absence of 
any such hint, we must believe that our Lord 
meant it would be impassable for ever. But if 
so, the punishment of the wicked is eternal 

Our Lord having declared that He was the 
comer-stone of the temple oi Cio^ ^^^^^^^Jy^xsv 
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the Scriptures, added, " Whosoever shall faU 
on this stone shall he broken : but on whomso^ 
ever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder** 
(Matt xxL 44.)* 

When a man, by his prejudices, stumbles at 
anything in the doctrine of Christ, and so fails 
to believe, he brings trouble upon himself, as 
a man falling by striking his foot against a 
projection of a rock ; but when the wrath of 
the Saviour, as judge, will fall upon any man, 
like a rock or large comer-stone falling on 
him, it will crush him. 

If a man at the last day is crushed under 
the '' Wrath of the Lamb," as a man is crushed 
under a fragment of rock, he can never be 
restored. His punishment must be eternal 

Our Lord has further described the punish- 
ment of sinners in the following terms : — 

"i/* thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is 
better for thee to enter into life maimed, than 
having two hands to go into hell, into the fire 

* Xixfi^crct avrSvf (XtK/xoM, to winnow, to scatter to the 
winds.) " It wiU crush him in pieces." — Robinton, " It 
win crush }um."—Blo(mfield, "It shall dash him in 
pieces" — AlfonL 
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that never shall he quenched: where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.'* 
(Mark ix. 43, 44.) If the fire in which sin- 
ners are plunged is unquenchable, and the 
worm which feeds on them never dies, they 
can never be forgiven, but their punishment 
must be eternal 

The following passages no less speak of the 
punishment of sinners as final and irremedi- 
able : — 

" JTow also the aae is laid vmto the root of 
the trees : therefore every tree which bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire.'* (Matt, iii 10.) ''JSvery tree that 
hringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire." (Matt vii 19.) 

" He wiU burn up the chaff with unquench-- 
able fire." (Matt iii 12.) 

" In the time of harvest I will say to the 
reapers, Oaiher ye together first the tares, and 
hind them in bundles to bum them ; but gor^ 
ther the wheat into my bam." (Matt xiii 
30.) 

**Ifa man abide not in me, he is cast forth 
as a branch, and is witkex^ ; omA. xo«^ ^'^^ 
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In 2 Thessalonians i 9, the Apo: 
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declare that the punishment of unbelievers 
will be eternal 

If he had said that they would be punished 
with destruction, that alone would have ex- 
pressed the eternity of punishment ; or if he 
had said that they should have an eternal 
punishment, that alone would have expressed 
its eternity : but when he unites the words 
declaring that they must be eternally destroyed, 
this must be meant to preclude all hope of 
restoration to happiness. 

All these expressions by which the Spirit of 
God has declared of the punishment of sinners 
that it will be eternal, for ever, for ages of 
ages, and that it will grind them to powder, 
and eternally destroy them, make it impossible 
to hope that sinners who die impenitent can 
ever be forgiven. 

II. The punishment op unbelievers will 

BE eternal suffering. 

As they can never be forgiven, so they can 
never cease to exist, but must suffer on for 
ever. They can no more hope for annihilation 
than they can for forgiveness. 
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Some have said that after death sinners 
will be annihilated without suffering, and some 
that they will be annihilated after a limited 
period of suffering : but the Word of God for- 
bids us to entertain either of these hopes. 

Sinners are not to be annihilated at death, 
for their condition was described by our Lord 
when He revealed the doom of the rich man, 
who at his death found himself shut up in a 
place of torment, (Luke xvi 23 ;) other sinners 
are described to be like him in prison, (1 Peter 
iii. 19 ;) and all sinners are to give account of 
their deeds at the day of judgment* 

They will not be annihilated at the day of 
judgment, because all will then be judged 
''according to their works'* So complete 
will be the discrimination of the judge that 
men will have to give account of every idle 
word, (Matt, xii 36 ;) those with knowledge 
will be punished more severely than those who 
were ignorant; and some will be punished 
with few stripes, while others wiU suffer many, 
(Matt xl 22 ; Luke xiL 46.) ' This forbids 

♦ Matt. xi. 21-24, xiii 80, xxv. 31; John v. 28, 
xii 48; 2 Cor. y. 10; 1 Tim. iv. 1, &c. 
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the idea that sinners will be instantly annihi- 
lated ; because that would involve all without 
discrimination in the same punishment. It 
is further said that sinners will then be sen- 
tenced, not to annihilation, but to wrath and 
anguish, (Rom. ii 9 ;) to weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth, (Matt. xiii. 42 ;) and to be tor- 
mented in prison, (Matt, xviii. 34 ; Eev. xiv. 
9-1 iT) All which expressions forbid the hope 
that sinners will be raised at the last day 
merely to be annihilated. 

Some have hoped that sinners will be anni- 
hilated after a punishment suited to their dif- 
ferent degrees of guilt: but an examination 
of Scripture proves this hope to be as visionary 
as the other two. Although all will, indeed, be 
pimished with most exact discrimiaation, ac- 
cording to their different degrees of guilt, the 
duration of their punishment is not affected 
by this fact, it being expressly revealed of all 
impenitent sinners that they have merited 
eternal suffering, and that they must endure 
it All hope of annihilation being removed by 
the express language of Scripture, it remains 
that all who have broken the law* ci <o»&^C^^i3SM>i^ 
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others, and all who will not forgive others, 
that they must be shut up in the prison of the 
damned, till they pay every farthing of their 
debt to Gk)d. 

Punishment is no payment. When a man 
is imprisoned for a debt, that is no payment 
to the creditor. Imprisonment is never so 
spoken of, never so intended, and is not so in 
reality. Observe the language of Jesus : " His 
lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tor- 
mentors, till he should pay all that was due 
unto him ;" ten thousand talents being due to 
the master. The torment of the debtor in 
prison did not pay that debt, but was intended 
to force from him all he could pay, or to 
punish him for his dishonesty in contracting 
it. After ten years of punishment in prison, 
that debtor would still owe his master ten 
thousand talents, without the deduction of a 
single fraction. And Jesus says that the same 
is the case with the sinner. He must be tor- 
mented till he pays alL His debt is perfect 
love (Matt, xxii 37) and perfect obedience, 
(] John V. 3 ; Gal. iii 10 ; Rom. ii 6-9, vi. 
23 ;) and these ought to be paid cA\\sfoMQ*k^. 
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mortality y eternal life: hut unto iliem that 
are contentious, and do not obey the truth, hut 
obey unrighteousness ; indignation and wrath, 
tribvlalion and anguish, upon every sovl of 
man that doeth evUJ* (Rom. ii. 6-9.) At the 
advent of Christ, sinners will suffer the wrath 
of God, and as its consequence, "tribulation 
and anguish." The wrath of God must inflict 
misery, because every man who knows that an 
Almighty and Omnipresent Being has placed 
him under a curse must be miserable, and as 
long as the wrath lasts his misery must last 
too. Now, this wrath against him must last : 
for John, who was an inspired prophet, has 
said, " He that helieveth not the Son shall not 
see life ; but the wrath ofOod abideth on him" 
(John iii 36.) After he is excluded from life 
and sentenced to death, wrath abides. The 
wrath so abides that he can never see life in 
consequence of it Further, awrath which abides 
for ever cannot annihilate the sinner. For no 
one can feel wrath against what does not exist 
The extinction of the sinner would be an ex- 
tinction of the wrath ; and as the wrath is never 
extinguished, the sinner can never b^ «sixss.- 
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guished. Could the wrath be exhausted after a 
given period, it would not hinder him from 
seeing life : and, therefore, since it does hinder 
him from seeing life, it must abide for ever. 
Endless wrath must therefore inflict endless 
misery; and sinners who choose the endless 
wrath of God instead of His favour, choose 
with it endless misery. 

It is said of sinners that when they are cast 
into the fire they will then suflfer. When the 
rich man, of whom Jesus spoke as a warning 
to others, brought himself, by his ungodliness, 
to the prison of the damned, he found it not a 
resting-place to the weary, but a place of tor- 
ment. (Luke xvi. 22-28.) And Jesus has said 
of all who live and die in sin : " The angels 
shall come forth^ and sever the wicked from 
among the just, and shaU cast them into the 
furnace of fire ; there shall he wailing and 
gnashing ofteeth,'^ (Matt. xiiL 49, 50 ;) whence 
it appears that the fire of hell torments the 
wicked, but does not consume them. 

Moreover,' when Jesus threatened sinners 
ff^'tJ^ this tormenting fire He declared that it 
ff^oa/d be eternal (Matt. xviiV. ^, ^kxn. ^"^^^ 
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In these warnings the eternity of the fire is 
clearly mentioned as an augmentation of the 
punishment : but if sinners were to be consumed 
by it, its eternity would be no augmentation. 
If a martyr were to be cast into a furnace of 
fire, it would not matter to him whether the 
furnace were to bum for ten years or for ten 
minutes, because his life woiQd cease the mo- 
ment that he reached the fire. When Nebu- 
chadnezzar wished to intimidate the three 
young men who refused to worship his idol, he 
threatened them with a "burning fiery furnace," 
not with a furnace which would bum ten 
years. To have told them the fire would bum 
ten years would have been childish, because 
he knew that they would be destroyed in ten 
seconds. If our Lord had meant to warn sin- 
ners of a fire which would consume them, He 
would have termed it a consuming fire; in- 
stead of which He always threatens them with 
everlasting fire, by which He distinctly revealed 
to us that the punishment of hell will torment 
sinners, but wiU not annihilate them. 

In truth, this fire has no tendency to con- 
sume the sufferers. The rich ixvajCL ^\is^ ^'^a^ ^ 
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cast into the fire, was and is a disembodied 
spirit, and the fire from which he is suffering 
must be spiritual and not material, the wrath 
of Gk)d burning like fire. But a spirit is not 
consumed by wrath without some other inflic- 
tion. Why should that rich man cease to exist 
because suffering from a wrath which torments 
him as fire torments the body ? The fire of hell 
after the judgment is of the same character. 
Devils who, as spirits, have no material bodies, 
and cannot therefore suffer material fire, are 
doomed to the fire of helL (Matt. xxv. 41.) 
That fire must be therefore spiritual, and can 
have no more tendency to annihilate sinners 
than it has to annihilate devils with whom 
they suffer. But everlasting fire which does 
not consume the sufferer must produce eternal 
suffering. 

On one occasion our Lord addressed each of 
His disciples thus : ^'Ifiky hand offend thee, 
cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life 
maimed, than having two hands to go into 
hell, into the fire that never shall he quenched: 
where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not qu&ached. And if thy foot offend thee. 
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cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt 
into life, than having two feet to he ca^st into 
hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched; 
where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, 
pluck it out : it is better for thee to enter into 
the kingdom of God with one eye, than having 
two eyes to be cast into heU fire ; where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched!' 
(Mark ix. 43-48.) If any interest, companion- 
ship, pleasure, or habit, lead you into sin, 
though it be as dear to you as a hand, foot, or 
eye, part with it, renounce it, whatever may be 
the pain which may be thus caused : because 
it is better to suffer any pain for a time than 
to suffer in hell for ever ; better to lose a hand, 
foot, or eye, than to go "into hell; where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched." 

From these words we must infer that the 
pain of hell must be eternal 

The worm expresses some sort of pain like 
that which would be caused to a man by worms 
gnawing his inside. Such pain can never 
cease, because the worm does not cease to gnaw; 
and it can never end, because the ^orccL^sss^^st 

C 
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dies. Such endless pain, remorse, which is 
a worm, bred by their moral putrefaction, 
must cause to the damned. On the other 
hand, the pain caused by the fire of hell can 
never cease, as the fire never smoulders, and it 
can never end, because the fire is imquench- 
able. Such pain must be inflicted on the 
damned by the unceasing and eternal wrath of 
God. (John iii 36.) Whoever, therefore, will 
not renounce his sins, buys temporal pleasure 
at the cost of eternal pain. He will suflTer for 
ever and ever, because he would have a momen- 
tary gratification. But may not these words of 
Jesus predict annihilation rather than suffer- 
ing? Did He not rather mean to say, Eenoimce 
whatever occasions sin, because it will, if 
indulged, occasion your eternal extinction? 
Like a man whose body is eaten by undying 
worms, or consumed by imquenchable fire, you 
will wholly cease to be. Several considerations 
shew that this couldnot be the meaning of Jesus. 
According to this interpretation, the worm 
would die as soon as the body was eaten up, 
and the £re would be quenched as soon as its 
-^^/ was consumed; which ia to oonoXx^^^Xi 
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the threat, not expound it. Jesus says, that 
the worm will not die, and no interpretation is 
admissible which declares that it will die. 

If this worm is the worm not in a Uving 
body but in a dead carcase, the worm implies 
previous putrefaction of the body; and if that 
putrefaction means cessation from suffering, 
as this interpretation contends, then there can 
be no suffering in hell, which is contrary to the 
testimony of Scripture. Hence putrefaction 
cannot mean literal putrefaction, nor can it 
promise a cessation from suffering. 

There can be no literal putrefaction here 
meant, because bodies do not putrefy in fire. 
This, therefore, must mean moral putrefaction ; 
the worm bom of it must be the remorse 
which moral corruption breeds ; and the bite of 
that undying worm expresses eternal suffering. 

Bodies thrown into a furnace of fire (Matt, 
xiii. 50 ; Rev. xx. 1 5) must be consumed in- 
stantly, and if this fire consumes sinners in- 
stantly, it is immaterial to them whether the 
fire be inextinguishable or not ; and the state- 
ment of Jesus, that the fire of hell will be in- 
extinguishable, loses all its force. 
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Jesus here spoke of the hell in which sinners 
suffer in company with fallen angels, (Matt. 
XXV. 41 ; Rev. xx. 10, xxL 8 ;) and as devils 
are spirits without material bodies, they cannot 
be burned with material fire. The fire is not, 
therefore, material fire ; the persons in it are 
not, therefore, consumed by it ; and since it is 
neither consuming nor extinguishable, those 
who sufier from it cannot cease to suffer. 

It is not allowable to say that the worm will 
gnaw the sufferers, and the fire will bum them 
until they are annihilated, because this addi- 
tion to the threat reduces it to nothing. For 
if the sufferer may be relieved from the worm 
and the fire by annihilation, why not by salva- 
tion ? And if sinners may, without evidence, 
attach to the threat the hope of annihilation, 
why may they not equally attach to it the hope 
of salvation ? Those who explain the words of 
Jesus to mean that the sinner shall be sen- 
tenced to the worm and the fire till he is anni- 
hilated, may as well say that he will suffer there 
till he is taken to heaven ; which is to make 
^e threat mean nothing ; and to treat it with 
^^dis^nised contempt. 
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So plainly do the words of Jesus express 
the eternal suffering of sinners who are con- 
demned to hell, that they have been so re- 
ceived by commentators with a very general 
consent* 

* " These words seem plainly taken from Isa. Ixvi. 24, 
where they exactly may be found ; and it seems reason- 
able to interpret them according to the received opinion 
of the Jews : since otherwise our Lord, by using this 
expression frequently in speaking to them who would be 
sure to understand it in the usual sense, without saying 
anything to shew He did not understand it as they did, 
must have strengthened them in their error. Now, it is 
certain, first, that gehenna was by them still looked on 
and represented as the place in which the wicked were 
to be tormented by fire. So the Jerusalem Targum 
represents gehenna, which is prepared for the wicked in 
the world to come, as a furnace sparkling and flaming 
mth fire, into which the vnched fall. And the Targum 
upon Ecclesiastes speaks of the fire of heU, (Eccles. ix. 15,) 
of the sparks of the fire of hell, (x. 11,) and of the vnched 
who shall go to he burned in the fire of hell, (viii. 10.) Ac- 
cordingly, our Lord speaks here (ver. 47, and Matt. v. 22) 
of the wicked being cast into the fire of hell, and of their 
being cast into a furnace of fire, (Matt. xiii. 42.) Secondly, 
the ancient Jews held that the punishment of the wicked 
in hell should be perpetual or without end. So Judith 
saith that they shall weep under the sense of their paius 
for ever, (xvi. 17.) Josephus informs us that the Phari- 
aeee held the souls of the mcked uwe Iq he -jMittix^^^ ^*^v«^ 
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Our Lord warns us to cut off all occasions 
to sin, for those who indiQge in any sin must 
suffer on in hell for ever from the bite of the 

TifKopLo, with perpetual punishment : and that there was 
appointed for them ctpyiios aibios, a perpetual prison. 
Philo saith the punishment of the wicked person is 
{^v d7roBav6vTa del, to live for ever dying, and to be for 
ever in pains and gtiefs and calamities that never cease. 
Accordingly, our Lord continually saith of them, that 
they shall go away into everlasting punishment, and thai 
their worm dieth not and their fire is not quenched, and 
that God will destroy their soul and body in heU fire, 
(Matt, xviii. 8, xxv. 41 ; Luke iii. 17.) Whence I collect, 
first, that though it is not to be doubted that the worm 
not dying is to be taken typically for the worm of con- 
science, yet shall the bodies of the wicked suffer in fire 
properly so called. Secondly, that the punishment of 
wicked men shall be eternal." — Whitby. 

" By their worm is meant their conscience ; for as a 
worm that is continually gnawing upon the entrails of a 
man gives him exquisite pain, so the consciences of sin* 
ners will be continually flying in their faces, bringing 
their sins to remembrance, accusing them of them, up- 
braiding them with them, aggravating them, tormenting 
them for them, filling them with dreadful anguish and 
misery. This will be always the case; conscience will 
be ever distressing, racking, and torturing them : it will 
never cease doing this office." — Gill. 
'^^ Where their worm dieth not, and V\i.ft ^Te> \& tlcA» 
queocbed ' Where their oorrodiBg and n^\jm^Tv^ ^sssa? 
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undying worm, and from the infliction of un- 
extinguishable fire. 

This sense of the words of our Lord is fur- 

ecience is as a toorm which dieth not, but with unutter- 
able anguish still gnaws upon the heart; and where the 
fire of Divine wrath, which shall penetrate into the very 
soul of the sinner, is not and shall not be quenched 
throughout all the endless ages of eternity." — Doddridge. 

" By the toorm here spoken of, that dieth not, may be 
denoted the continual torture of an accusing conscience, 
and the misery naturally arising from the evil disposi- 
tions of pride, self-will, desire, malice, envy, shame, sor- 
row, despair ; and by the fire that is not quenched, the 
positive punishmeat inflicted by the fiery wrath of God." 
— Benson. 

"It is repeatedly said, * their worm never dieth,* as 
well as that ' the fire is never quenched.' Doubtless, re- 
morse of conscience and keen self-reflection constitute 
this never-dying wound : so that the expression is alike 
^ contrary to the ideas of annihilation and of final restitu- 
tion to happiness; for, on either of these suppositions, 
their worm would die, and their torturing consciences 
would cease. And as the fire is, doubtless, at least an 
emblem of the wrath of God, its w^iqwnckahleness must 
denote that His justice will never be satisfied, nor His 
anger turned away from those who are cast into this fire 
of hell." — Scott. 

" The figure is applied to the state beyond the grave, 
and is intended to denote that the destruction of the 
wicked will be awful, wide spread, and etemaL It ia not 
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fulfilled. More than a thousand millions of 
persons cannot continually be at Jerusalem to 
worship God there, nor can the enemies of 
God, Idlled by His Providence in all parts of 
the world during the whole period of the 
Gospel era, (15, 16,) be gathered to rot and 
bum in an everlasting gehenna near Jerusalem. 
They would form hills of rotting and burning 
flesh close to the city, to the intolerable dis- 
comfoi-t of the inhabitants ; the preservation 
of these flesh-hills would require a prodigious 
miracle, or rather a perpetual series of miracles, 
since bodies, if eaten by worms, must at length 
be eaten up, and if burned must at length be 
consumed. Bodies could not rot in the fire, 
nor, if that were possible, could worms live in 
it ; and, more than all, myriads of these per- 
sons have already died and been long ago 
reduced to dust, to whose bodies nothing of 
this kind has happened or ever can happen. 

The words cannot, therefore, have a literal 
signification ; but their figurative meaning 
may be thus stated : — All the millions of man- 
kind shall be gathered into Jerusalem, the 
Church of Christ, and as members. ^1 ^^ 
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ing that these words predict the suflferings of 
sinners in helL* 

The Apostle John has thus predicted the 
punishment of sinners: *^If any man wor- 
ship the bea^t and his image, amd receive 
his mark in his forehead or his hand, the 
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath 
of Ood, which is poured out without mixtv/re 
into the cup of his indignation ; and he shall 
he tormented with fire and brimstone in the 
presence of the holy angels, and in the pre- 
sence of the Lamb : and the smoke cf their 
torment a^cendeth up for ever and ever,'' 
(Rev. xiv. 9-11.) ''And the devil that de- 
ceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false pro- 
phet are, and they shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever" (Rev. xx. 10.) By 
the beast (Rev. xi.) which blasphemed God and 
made war with the saints, (xi. 6, 7,) and which 
carried the harlot on its back, (Rev. xvii. 3,) is 

* Jewish writers have so received them, Judij^h 
xvi. 17; Sirach vii. 17; while Calvin, Vitringa, Dio- 
dati, Gill, Scott^ Barnes^ and Alexander take the same 
-view. 
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generally understood savage papal persecutors 
who have supported the harlot Church of 
Rome, and under her orders have martyred the 
saints of Jesus. By the second two-homed 
beast is probably intended the fierce, regular 
and secular clergy of the blood-stained church, 
who have joined in the murder of the saints. 
(Eev. xiii 11, 14, xvi. 13, xix. 20.) By their 
image of the beast, (xiii. 14,) is probably meant 
each persecuting pope who has been the head 
of these murderers, (xiiL 14.) All these per- 
secutors and murderers of the saints are repre- 
sented as tormented with fire for ever and ever, 
(xiv. 9-11,) in the lake of fire with the devil, 
who is cast into the same lake. (Rev. xx. 10.) 
These miserable persecutors who have been 
made drunk by th.e Church of Rome, (xvii. 2,) 
and have drunk with her the blood of martyrs, 
(xvii. 6,) will be thus tormented. But bad as 
they may be, are they worse than others who 
have had more light, and have equally in Pro- 
testant Churches refused to repent and believe 
in Jesus? Their doom, alas, will not be con- 
fined to them. For, besides them, the lake of 
£re IS destined to receive all imbelievers. " The 
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fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sor- 
cerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have 
their part in the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone : which is the second death,** 
(Rev. xxi. 8.) " And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was ca^t into the 
lake of fire,'* (Rev. xx. 15.) 

Observe that the torment of these miserable 
sufferers arises from the fire, because it is said 
that they shall be tormented with fire, and tfie 
smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever 
and ever. (Rev. xiv. 10, 11.) Now, if some of 
those who are cast into this fire suffer from it 
for ever and ever, we have no reason to con- 
clude that others exactly like them, cast into 
the same lake, will not like them suffer. It is 
only to deceive sinners to tell them that, while 
some will suffer on for ever and ever, others 
with souls and bodies exactly like theirs will 
be consumed by it. Why should one wretched 
sinner suffer torment from the fire for ages of 
ages, and another, perhaps as bad, perhaps 
worse, not suffer from it ? Moreover, the eter- 
nal suffering of all who are sentenced to the 
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lake of fire is proved by the fact that death 
and hades, death and the separate state, are 
cast into the lake of fire. (Rev. xx. 14.) Death 
and the separate state must be cast in there to 
be consumed, since things cannot sufier. They 
can have no place in heaven, because there souls 
live for ever ; and they are swallowed up in hell, 
because those who suflFer in the lake of fire, 
which is the second death, can never be dis- 
solved any more.* 

* " Death and ' hades' were cast into the laJke of fire; that 
is, were abolished for ever. For neither the righteous nor 
the wicked were to die any more; their souls and bodies 
were to be no more separated. Consequently, neither 
death nor hades could any more have a being. Such is 
the awful end of the whole human race ; they are plunged 
into that flaming and eternal ruin signified by the lake of 
fire, or are received into abodes of glory.** — Benson. 

*' Death and hell, the grave and the separate state, (re- 
presented as two persons,) will * be cast into the lake of 
fire;* that is, they shall subsist no longer, to receive the 
bodies and souls of men; there shall be no death in 
heaven; and all the wicked will be cast into the place of 
torment, in which death and the separate state wiU be 
swallowed up.'* — Scott. 

" After this resurrection to judgment there shall be no 
more natural death ; they who are judged shall not return 
to their graves again ; for death and hades shall be de- 
stroyed. But there is a second death, the portion of all 
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Further, at the day of judgment Jesus will 
say to those who (Jid not love and serve Him, 
"JDepart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devU and his angels'' 

who shall be found guilty, and condemned m this day of 
righteous judgment." — Whitbt, &a 

" Death and hades are now destroyed ; that is, they are to 
be no more. None ever come from or out of the lake of fire, 
for this is the second death. That such a view of the sub- 
ject is altogether appropriate to the context is quite clear. 
The new world, or creation, is to be immutable and eter- 
nal. There will be no more pain, nor any death. Of 
course, therefore, after the creation of the new world, the 
power of death and hades is to cease, and their influence 
will be for ever abolished. Their work is then done or 
completed, when the general judgment comes. Mortality 
is at an end ; immortality follows. To inflict the second 
death does not fall or come within the province or commis- 
sion of death and hades, consequently these tyrants must 
now become extinct, or die, so as to live and act no more. 

** A second death differs from the first, in the fact that it 
is not a separation of soul and body, but a state of ctm- 
tinued a^/ony, like to that which the first death inflicts. 

" This being the second death, is followed by no resur* 
rection. Inasmuch as death, in its first meaning, and with 
its original power, is now no more, there is no way of re- 
lief after a death entirely different in its nature. The 
sufiPerings of those who undergo the second death cannot 
be aUeviated by expiring; for there is no expiring." — 
Stuart. 
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And will add of them, " These shall go away 
into everlasting punishment'* 
. Everlasting punishment is not annihilatioiL 
Instant annihilation would be a momentary 
punishment, and annihilation after a limited 
period would be a temporary punishment. In 
each case, the punishment would end at the 
time of annihilation ; because a person cannot 
be punished after he ceases to exist. Eternal 
punishment must therefore mean eternal suflFer- 
ing. 

The word punishment likewise forbids the 
idea of annihilation, as the word eternal does. 
In his first epistle, John says, "Perfect love 
casteth out fear : because fear hath torment." 
(1 John iv. 18.) The word in that passage 
translated torment is the same with the word 
here translated punishment It is the only 
other passage in the New Testament in which 
the word occurs. If we were to translate the 
word here by the same English term, the pas- 
sage now under consideration would be, " These 
shall go away into everlasting torment.** Would 
that express annihilation ? Now, the more or- 
dinary sense of the word, which is chastisement, 
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as much forbids it. To go away to be eternally 
chastised, is not to go away to be annihilated. 
He who must be eternally chastised, must live 
eternally to be chastised. Eternal chastise- 
ment must be eternal suffering. 

This sense is confirmed by the 41st verse, 
for there Jesus says of those who shall go into 
everlasting punishment, that they shall go un- 
der the curse of God into eternal fire. Accord- 
ing to His teaching on other occasions, those 
who go into penal fire after death go there to 
suffer, (Luke xvL 24 ;) and in the fire to which 
wicked men will be sentenced at the judgment- 
day there will be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth. (Matt. xiii. 50.) Fire, therefore, is suf- 
fering ; and eternal fire must naturally mean 
eternal suffering. When Jesus therefore sen- 
tenced unbelievers to eternal punishment, which 
naturally means eternal suffering, and to eter^- 
nal fire, which also naturally means eternal 
suffering, we must conclude He meant to 
teach that sinners will, after judgment, not 
be annihilated, but enter upon eternal suf 
fering. 

This is further confirmed by the other words 



spirits without material bodies, the 
they suffer must be spiritual and 
fire ; that is, it must be something 
suffering upon the mind rather th 
But this has apparently the powei 
but not the power to consume. ' 
which does not at once annihih 
spirit, cannot apparently annihilal 
the suffering had the power to consi 
consume at once; but if it be 
damned spirit can bear it for c( 
should not that spirit bear it for 
since neglectors of Christ are sent 
fer in the same place with the < 
angels, and by the same immate 
fire can have no power to destroy 
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ing without death on sinners, who are the 
fallen spirits of earth. 

On the whole, it is clear that Jesus has here 
threatened eternal suflFering to those who neglect 
Him. Because, Ist, Their punishment is eter- 
nal, while annihilation is a momentary punish- 
ment ; 2d, Because eternal punishment is eternal 
chastisement, which implies the eternal life of 
the person to be chastised ; 3d, Because he de* 
clares that sinners will suffer in the same place, 
and in the same fire, with devils, and that must 
be immaterial fire, which may torment, but 
cannot annihilate either the body or the souL 

Since each of these passages independently 
shews that the suffering of impenitent unbe- 
lievers must be eternal, how certain that eter- 
nal suffering is made by the concurrence of 
them all ! If sinners are given over to tormen- 
tors in an eternal prison from which they can 
never come out; if they are doomed to suffer 
in fire, and that fire is unquenchable ; if they 
must be gnawed by a worm in their souls 
which never dies ; if they must be tormented 
in the lake of fire for ever and ever ; and if 
they are sentenced with devils to an eternal 



cause there is not a passage in 
mination of their sufferings is 
and all the hopes which some ha 
of this, prove, on examination, to 
as dreams. 

(1.) Some have hoped that sii 
would cease to exist ; because, i 
account of the creation of man, \ 
lows: "And God said, Let the 
forth abundantly the moving < 
hath life, or the moving things 
living souL And God created 
soul that moveth which the wa 
forth abundantly/' (Gen. L 20, 
God said. Let the earth bring for 
soul after his kind." (Gen. L 24.1 
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animals, who are here termed living souls, natu- 
rally cease to exist when they die, men, who 
are also termed living souls, may also naturally 
cease to exist when they die. like animals 
in their nature, they may also be like them in 
their end, with the exception of those who, as 
believers in Jesus Christ, obtain life through 
Him. As the soul is that part of the animal 
which exercises thought and affection, God, 
who exercises thought and affection, speaks of 
Himself as having a souL (Levit. xxvi 11, 30; 
Isa. xlii. 1.) * Those, therefore, who conclude 
that man must naturally cease to exist when he 
dies, because his soul must be like the soul of 
the animal, should also further conclude that 
God must be mortal too, because His soul must 
be like the soul of man. If the last conclusion 
is false, because of the difference between the 
soul of God and the soul of man, so the former 
conclusion is also false, because of the differ- 
ence between the soul of man and the soul of 
the animal The soul of the animal ceases 
with its body, because it was adapted for its 

* Paul also has used similar language respecting Qod. 
(Heb. z. 38.) 



iiiier and less perfect language the animal 
d to have a soul or principle of animal 
.s well as the man, the same word express- 
¥0 different things, in the later language 
e New Testament the word soul is used 
sively of man. On the other hand, the 
•s and prerogatives of the human soul are 
clearly described in the New Testament 
in the Old 

the New, the souls of men are said to live 
)aration from their bodies. This Jesus 
t, when He said to His disciples, " Fear 
em which kill the body, but are not able 
. the soul : but rather fear him which is 
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must live on in separation from the body till 
the judgment-day: therefore the soul lives 
when the body dies ; and the conclusion that 
the human soul perishes at death because the 
animal soul does so, is false. 

At the day of judgment (Jod "will render 
tribulation and anguish upon every soul of 
man that doeth eviL^' (Rom. ii 5-9.) The 
animal soul is incapable of doing good or evil, 
but the human soul is capable of botL The 
animal soul cannot live in separation from the 
body, but the souls of men, which are to be 
judged at the advent of Jesus, must live till 
then to be judged. 

Other passages also state the same truth. 
After death the souls of believers live on, ex- 
pecting their final bliss. For John wrote, 
" When he had opened the fifth seal, I saw 
under the altar the souls of them that were 
slain for the Word of God, and for the testi- 
mony which they held : and they cried with a 
loud voice, saying, How long, Lord, holy 
and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on the earth ? And 
white robes were given unto every one ol tJvftjax.\ 
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and it was said unto them, that they should 
rest yet for a little season, until their fellow- 
servants also and their brethren, that should 
be killed as they were, should be fulfilled." 
(Rev. vi. 9-11.) And the souls of sinners live 
in pain. For Jesus said of one rich sinner, 
**God said. This night shall thy soul be required 
of thee." (Luke xiL 20.) And of another, 
whose soul was in like maimer required, that 
immediately at death he found himself in a 
place of lasting pain. (Luke xvi. 23.) As the 
difference between the soul of an animal made 
to serve man and the soul of a man made to 
serve God is so great, so the soul of the one 
perishes with the body while the soul of the 
other awaits its judicial sentence at the last 
day. 

(2.) But further, man is said in Scripture to 
have a spirit as well as a soul. And to know 
his destiny we must examine what God has 
said of the jud^^nent reserved for spirits. 
No conclusion derived from the language of 
Scripture respecting souls would be complete 
respecting the whole future of man, because 
man is a spirit, Jehovah having "formed the 
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spirit of man within him.'' (Zech. xii: 1.) In 
the Hebrew of the Old Testament, animals are 
said to have the spirit or breath of life in their 
nostrils, (Gren. vi. 17, vii 15, 22,) but in the 
Greek of the New Testament they are never 
said to have a spirit or to be spirits. Now, 
both these expressions are used of our race. 
Man is said to have a spirit in the following 
places, among many others; — "Jesus yielded 
up the spirit," (Matt, xxvii 50 ;) Stephen 
when dying said, "Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit,'' (Acts vii. 59 ;) when Paul visited 
Athens "his spirit was stirred in him," 
(Acts xvii. 16 ;) to the Corinthians Paul said, 
" What man knoweth the things of a man save 
the spirit of a man which is in him," (1 Cor. 
ii. 11 ;) and to the Thessalonians, " I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body be pre- 
served blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ," (1 Thes. v. 23.) How this 
spirit in man differs from his soul it is not 
necessary here to inquire. All that we now 
seek is to know what is the future reserved 
for man as having vfWXim \>Ma. ^ ^^^ec^^ "^^ 
animals have a body m\Saor\\> ^ «s^"^ 
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lows from their being spirits too, tJ 
e Him can also live without the be 
it, too, men are made like the hob 
10 are "ministering spirits,*' (Hel 
like the fallen angels, who are " evil 
I angels are spirits without materia! 
m who are spirits with material bodi 
len they quit these bodies, become li 
diless spirits. And as angels live 
iterial bodies, men after death, ^ 
irits like them, must live on without 
dies like them. Impenitent men 1 
[ne nature with others, and must, Ills 
e on as spirits after deatL Not 
ly angels live without material bo( 
ilen angels do likewise. And if the 
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material bodies. The spirits of angels, whether 
sinless or fallen, live naturally without material 
bodies, and the spirits of men, whether holy 
or unholy, must similarly be able to live with- 
out them. 

What we might infer from the fact that 
men are spirits imited with material bodies, 
we learn also with certainty from the Word of 
God. Believers after death become spirits, 
who are made perfect once more in holiness, 
wisdom, and love, like' God, (Heb. xii 23 ;) 
and unbelievers, on the other hand, who have 
died impenitent, are "spirits in prison,'' (IPet, 
iil 19,) who, like the ^h man of whom Jesus 
spoke, have found themselves at once in a 
place of torment (Luke xvL 23.) Spirits* 
therefore, though now united with material 
bodies, all men, whether believing or unbe- 
lieving, whether holy or unholy, live on after 
death in a state of separation from their 
bodies, waiting for the re-union of body and 
soul at the judgment-day. (John v. 28, 29.)* 

♦Matt. vii. 22, 23, xiii. 49, xxv. 31, 32; Acts xvii. 
30, 31, xxiv. 15 ; Rom. ii. 6, 16; 2 Cor. v. 10; 2 Thea. 
i. 7, 8; 2 Tim. iv. 1; Rev. xx. 12; 2 Pet iL 9, iii. 7; 
Bev, L 7, 
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Some have hoped that sinners will cease to 
exist, because it is said "Grod only hath im- 
mortality," (1 Tim. vi. 16,) and "in Him we 
live and move and have our being." (Acts 
xviL 28.) But man may be eternal without 
being immortal, for all who are in Christ have 
eternal life, yet all are mortal, and must pass 
through death to life. And if " God only has 
immortality,'' that no more proves that sinners 
wiU not live for ever than it proves that saints 
will not. Sinners and saints are not immortal, 
because all die ; but saints live for ever after 
death, and sinners may therefore do the sama 

Organised bodies die, that is, their organisa- 
tion wears out and they are reduced to their 
primitive elements ; but inorganic matter is 
eternal Unless God annihilate it, this world 
will last for ever. It has not lost an atom in 
past ages, and it apparently will not lose an 
atom in any number of ages to come, because 
God has made it everlasting. So apparently 
He has made mind. Like inorganic matter, 
spirit is inorganic. And if matter, which is 
the inferior thing, is everlasting, mind, which 
is immensely superior, is not likely to be lesa 
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enduring. What is there to put an end to 
man when he is separated from the body? 

Hunger, thirst, cold, suflfocation, material 
disease, and physical force act upon the organi- 
sation of the body to reduce it to its inorganic 
elements ; but on these elements they cannot 
act ; and if spirit is inorganic, as dust, how can 
these things or any other known causes of death 
act upon it? As no power but that of God 
could annihilate a single atom of matter, so 
apparently no power but His could annihilate 
a single mind. Organisations cease, but mind, 
like matter, is naturally eternal 

The spirit of man, indeed, like matter, " has 
its being in God," (Acts xvii. 28,) by whom all 
things are upheld, (Heb. i. 3 ;) because He who 
created both by His fiat can by His' fiat anni- 
hilate both ; but as matter, nevertheless, is 
naturally eternal, so mind may be naturally 
eternal too. Although God alone has immor- 
tality, angels are certaioly immortal, and so 
will saints be at the resurrection : " Neither 
can they die any more." (Luke xx. 36.) Since 
the eternal existence of angels and saiats does 
not contradict the truth that God alone has 
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immortality, the eternal existence of sinners doesr 
not contradict it. Saints and sinners may have 
a natural eternity communicated by the Creator. 
He only has an essential, independent, underiyed 
immortality, incapable of extinction. 

Whatever fancies any may indulge as to the 
natural mortality of the spirit of man, it is cer- 
tain that it will last for ever, for God has said 
it shall. With respect to those especially who, 
after a life of rebellion against Grod, and of 
neglect of Jesus the Saviour, die impenitent, 
whether their souls are naturally mortal or im- 
mortal, it will still remain true that " the smoke 
of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever," 
(Rev. xiv. 11), and that they "shall be tormented 
day and night for ever and ever.'' (Rev. xx. 10.) 
And whether this takes place naturally, or by 
an exercise of Almighty power, in pursuance 
of a just sentence, makes no difference to the 
wretched criminals. 

(3.) Some have hoped that the sufferings of 
sinners may end, because it is said in Scripture 
that believers have life in Christ and sinners 
die. 
• life is often said to be through Christ, — 
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(John iiL 16, VL 47, x 28, xviL 2 ; CoL iiL 4; 
2 Tim. i. 10; Titus i 2; 1 John v. 11-13). 
And sinners axe often said to lose life and die. 
(Matt. xvL 25, 26 ; John iiL 36 ; Rom. vi 23, 
viii 13 ; 2 Cor. ii 16 ; 1 John iiL 14) If be- 
lievers obtain life through Jesus alone, and 
unbelievers lose life and die, may we not hope 
that unbelievers will cease to exist ? 

Let it be remembered that life is not exist- 
ence, and death is not non-existence. When 
men live, they live in the exercise of all their 
natural faculties ; and when men die, they suf- 
fer dissolution, the spirit being severed from 
the body, and the body resolved into its ele- 
ments ; but both exist as before, the body in 
its inorganic dust, the spirit in its separate lifa 
Hence, on the one hand, the life of believers in 
Jesus, whether in the separate state or after 
the resurrection, involves necessarily the hap- 
piness which results from the possession of a 
glorious nature in a comfortable home with an 
Almighty Friend; and, on the other hand, 
death, which never means the non-existence of 
the soul, cannot mean it here ; but must mean 
the opposite to that existence of the saints in 
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bliss, that is, it must mean existence in 
misery. 

If it is thought that unbelievers will, at the 
judgment-day, cease to live, because life comes 
through Jesus Christ, the inference is certainly 
false. For as the resurrection comes through 
Jesus Christ, (John xi 25 ; 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22;) 
and yet the wicked dead will be raised, (John 
v. 29 ; Acts xxiv. 1 5 ; Rev. xx. 5 ;) so life 
may come through Jesus Christ, and yet the 
wickeddead may live. As the resurrection which 
comes to believers through Jesus is a resurrec- 
tion to life, while that of tmbelievers is a resur- 
rection to damnation; so the life which comes 
to believers through Christ may be a happy 
life, and the life of unbelievers may be a living 
death. When Jesus spoke to His hearers of 
eternal life, they would not understand it of 
existence, but of happiness, for they expected 
sinners to live after death in misery. When 
the yoimg ruler said, " Good Master, what good 
thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life 1" 
(Matt xix. 16,) he did not mean to ask how he 
might escape non-existence, for no Jew, except 
the infidel Sadducees, expected that. Their belief 
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'respecting sinners was, according to the son of 
Sirach, "The vengeance of the ungodlyis fireand 
worms," (Eccles. viL 17;) and, according to the 
author of the book of Judith, " The Lord Al- 
mighty will take vengeance of them in the day 
of judgment, in putting fire and worms in their 
flesh ; and they shall feel them, and weep for 
ever." (Judith xvL 17.) The testimony of Jo- 
sephus is still more explicit respectiog both 
the Essenes and the Pharisees. 

The Essenes — " Their doctrine is this, that 
bodies are corruptible, and that the matter they 
are made of is not permanent ; but that the 
souls are immortal, and continue for ever:" 
" whereby good men are bettered in the con- 
duct of their life by the hope they have of 
reward after their death ; and whereby the 
vehement inclinations of bad men to vice are 
restrained by the fear and expectation they are 
in, that, although they should lie concealed in 
this life, they should suffer immortal punish- 
ment after their death/' — Jewish War, book 
iL chap. 8. " They teach the immortality of 
souls, and esteem that the rewards of righteous- 

E 
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ness are to be earnestly striven for." — Anti* 
quities, book xviiL chap. 1. 

The Pharisees — " They say that all souls are 
incorruptible ; that the souls of good men only 
are removed into other bodies ; but that the 
souls of bad men are subject to eternal punish- 
ment." — Jewish War, book it chap. 8. " They 
also believe that souls have an immortal vigour 
in them : that under the earth there v^ be 
rewards or punishments according as they have 
lived virtuously or viciously in this life ; and 
the latter are to be detaiaed in an everlasting 
prison, but that the former shall have power 
to revive and live again." — ArUiquities, book 
xviii. chap. 1. 

When, therefore, Jesus promised "eternal 
life" to His followers, the Jews understood HiTn 
to mean happiness, as opposed to that misery 
which will make sinners " weep for ever;" and 
by "the loss of life," they imderstood, not non- 
existence, but " eternal pimishment in the eter- 
nal prison;" and, as our Lord would never 
deceive any one, had He meant by "loss of life," 
non-existence, when He knew that they would 
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* 

understand Him to mean misery, He would 
certainly have explained His meaning. 

Instead of any such explanation of the terms 
^'life''and"death''asmeaQing existence andnon- 
existence, Jesus and His apostles so used them 
as to lead any one to believe that they rather 
meant happiness and misery. Of this we may 
judge by the following instances : — 

** If thy hand or thy foot o£fend thee, cut 
them ofi^ and cast them from thee : it is 
better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed^ 
rather than having two hands or two feet to 
be cast into everlasting fire/^ (Matt xviil 8 ;) 
'' where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched,'' (Mark ix. 44.) " These shall 
go away into everlasting punishment : but the 
righteous into life eternal" (Matt. xxv. 46.) 

," He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life : and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life ; but the wrath of Qod abideth 
on him." (John iii 36.) " God will render to 
every man according to his deeds: to them, 
who, by patient continuance in well doing, seek 
for gloiy and honour and immortality, eternal 
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and brimstone, where the beast i 
prophet are, and shall be tormer 
night for ever and ever. And wl 
not found written in the book of 
into the lake of fire/' '(Rev. xx. 10, 
these passages any ordinary hear 
would conclude that the loss of 
would be, not the loss of existei 
eternal fire, an undying worm, ete 
ment, abiding wrath, wrath and i 
torment for ever and ever. And 
sion would be correct 

Death is so far &om causing th 
ence of sinners, that they certainly 
it Did they cease to exist, they coi 
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the flood axe now in prison, waiting for the 
judgment to come. (1 Peter iii. 19.) The rich 
man, of whom Jesus spoke as an ungodly man^ 
did not, at death, cease to exist, but found 
himself aUve in a place of torment. (Luke xvi. 
23.) And all men will at length " appear be- 
fore the judgment-seat of Christ ; that every 
one may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad.'' (2 Cor. v. 10.) But as sinners 
certainly live after death, no man can reasonably 
hope that the threat of death can promise them 
non-existence. If the first death does not de- 
stroy their existence, why should the second 
death destroy it? 

Sinners rise at the last day to misery, not to 
loss of existence, (John v. 29 • Matt xiii 60 ;) 
and this misery is called death, (Rev. xxL 8.) 
Hence, whenever sinners are told that they will 
die, it means that they will suffer misery in 
helL If death in one place means misery, then 
death in all the other places must mean misery 
too ; and if it means misery, it does not mean 
non-existence. 

While those who do well will have eternal 



to follow Him through all necessar} 
"If any man will come after me, h 
himself, and take np his cross, anc 
For whosoever will save his life s 
and whosoever will lose his life i 
shall find it For what is a man i 
shall gain the whole world, and 1 
life ? or what shall a man give in c 
his life r (Matt rvL 24f-26.) V) 
save his life in tins world by den' 
or refusing to obey and serve Him 
in the next ; and if a man does I 
next world, whaf will he give to 1: 
Jesus could not have asked this qu( 
on the supposition that the man ' 
life was still in existence ; for how ( 
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whicli he suffers is not aimiliilation, but 
miseij. 

It is certain from the words of Jesus that 
those who lose eternal life and die will suffer 
on, for He will say to sinners at the judgment- 
day, " Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlast- 
ing fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." 
Now, these are they who have lost life and are 
dead : but they are to suffer " eternal fire" 
and " eternal punishment" with the devil and 
his angels; and those who are cast into 
that lake of fire suffer on for ever. (Eev. xiv. 

11.) 

Lastly, it is said of devils that they are thrown 
into the lake of fire, which is the second death, 
(Rev. XX. 10, 14.) They therefore die, but 
yet, instead of losing existence, they are tor- 
mented for ever and ever. (Matt viiL 29, xxv. 
41 ; Rev. xx. 10.) But if the death of devils 
is not annihilation, but misery ; the death of sin- 
ners, who are sentenced to the same punish- 
ment in the same place, must likewise be, not 
non-existence, but misery. 

(4.) Just as visionary is the hope which some 
have derived from the statements of Christ 
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that unbelievers will be 

J and perish* 

[word to " perish," or be destroyed, is fre- 

1 of natural death. Men who died 

I to be destroyed or to perish.-f- But 

b certainly live on, the word cannot ex- 

Iheir annihilation, but simply their dia- 

, In this case to "perish" means, to haTfl 

Jural life destroyed while the soul con- 

lif to perish on earth be to liye on in a 
1 state with reference to this world, to 
nil hell must mean to live on in a ruined 
|ith reference to that life. The word ia 
1 a similar sense of things as well as 
BSo Jesus said, "No man putteth new 
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be rained. Peter further said of the flood, 
" The world that then was, being overflowed 
with water, perished." (2 Pet iii 6.) The sub- 
stance of the world remained, but it was 
rained or spoiled, because its organisations 
were destroyed. All these nses of the word 
shew that when sinners are said to perish and 
be destroyed, it means, not that they will cease 
to exist, but, like men who die, like bottles which 
have burst, or like the surface of the earth when 
covered with the flood, they are spoiled and 
ruined. And this must be the meaning of 
the word with respect to devils. When the 
demoniac in the synagogue of Capernaum ex- 
claimed, " What have we to do with thee, thou 
Jesus of Nazareth ? Art thou come to destroy 
us ? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One 
of God;"' it was the devil who spoke by the 
man, for Jesus answered him, " Hold thy peace, 
and come out of him."' Now, the devil would 
have received annihilation as a boon. What 
he feared was torment in hell ; (see Matt viiL 
29,) and this he termed destruction. Destruc- 
tion is not, therefore, annihilation, nor any- 
thing like it, but ruin and misery. And when 
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sinners are threatened with destmctio^ they 
are threatened, not with non-existence, but 
with ruin, — ^with the loss of all happinessi, ex** 
cellence, and hope, with irremediable and 
eternal nusery. 

ni. The etebkal punishment of binnebs 

IB JUST, holy, and good. 

1. The eternal punishment of dnners is 
just Grod has declared that He means to 
punish sinners for ever, and He will do it, 
whether we see it to be just or not " He shall 
judge the world in righteousness." (Ps. ix. 8.) 
*'He hath appointed a day in the which he 
will judge the world in righteousness, by that 
man whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath 
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead." (Acts xvii. 31.) 
It is enough for Him that He knows it to be 
righteous. Our opinions of His conduct can- 
not affect Him, any more than the anger of a 
nest of insects would arrest the march of a 
general at the head of 500,000 men. " It is 
the glory of Gk)d to conceal a thing." (Prov. 
XTF, 2,) What do we know of the mode of 
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His eternal existence, of the extent of His 
empire, of His creative power, of what He 
means to do with the nniyerse, of what He 
means to do with ns? He does His will, 
asking leave of no one. And since He has 
told ns that He means to sentence sinners at 
the last day to eternal punishment, it is better 
for ns to submit to Him than to find fault. 
But we have proof beyond all dispute that He 
is just His Word and His works alike prove 
it. "The righteous Lord loveth righteous- 
ness.'' " The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 
and holy in all his worka'' (Psalm cxlv. 17.) 
And what a just Being, who has almighty 
power, determines to do, must be just, whether 
we can see it to be so (h* not From the known 
proofs of His justice, we ought to justify Him 
in sentencing sinners to eternal punishment, 
even if we were unacquainted with the reasons. 
But we are sufiSciently acquainted with them 
to comprehend that His severity is just Let the 
reader weigh the following considerations : — 
Some are angry because God punishes the sins 
of a short life with eternal suffering ; as though 
there could be no comparison between the 



76 THE DOOM OP IMPENITENT SINNEBS. 

punishment and the sin. But where did they 
learn that thie guilt which sinners contract by 
any sin is to be measured by the time which 
they employ in committing it? When the 
devil said to Eve, "Thou shalt not surely 
die," by which lie he brought sin, death, and 
punishment upon millions of our race, it occu- 
pied him but a moment. Was the guilt of 
that malignant falsehood trivial? Cain pro- 
bably accomplished the murder of Abel in a 
few minutes ; a few minutes effected the sale 
of Joseph by his brothers ; and a few hours 
enabled the triumphant scribes, priests, and 
Pharisees to arrest, condemn, mock, scourge, 
revile, and crucify our Lord and Saviour Jesus. 
Were these sins worthy of slight punishment, 
because accomplished in a short time ? Of 
one sin we are certain, if any words can make 
it certain, that it never will be forgiven in this 
world or the next. This sin is blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost, (Matt. xii. 32,) which 
may be committed by any one in five minutes. 
Who can say or think that a whole life of 
petty larcenies would equal in turpitude the 
lie of Satan, the murder of Abel, the sale of 
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Joseph, the crucifixion of Jesus, or blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost? K not, then the 
guilt of any sin is not to be measured by the 
time taken to accomplish it The guilt of any 
sin is determined, on the contrary, by the de- 
pravity and malignity which it manifests; 
and, so tried, the guilt of sinners who slight 
the Saviour appears to be very great 

The guilt of a life of disobedience to God 
is great 

One habit of sin is enough to prove a total 
want of all right feelings towards Hitt> : be- 
cause no man who loves Him, or is grateful 
for His kindness, or trusts Him for happiness, 
or reveres His authority, or fears His anger, 
can habitually do what He forbids. One habit 
of sin, therefore, proves that a sinner is dead 
in sin,. is destitute of goodness, and has no 
right feelings towards God. (Ephes. ii 1-6.) 
One habit of sin, as the Apostle John says, is 
avofiLuy lawlessness, (1 John iii. 4,) a contempt 
of the law of God and of God Himself. When 
God, for instance, says to the drunkard, " Be 
not drunk," (Ephes. v. 18,) ''neither fornica- 
tors, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor drunk- 



ocii-wiii, systematic rebellion aga 
of God, indifference respecting Hi 
defiance of His wrath. Every 
has the same character. Who, t 
how much punishment a man c 
habitually insults and defies Go< 
loving and serving Him ? 

The guilt of sinners is further 
by their relations to Gk)d, by the € 
His law, by the number of His 
their dependence on His care, by ti 
of sin u^n their own happinL. 
influence upon the happiness of otl 

The Being whom they habituall; 
so just and holy that they ough 
Him, so good that they ought tc 
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in His presence, with the knowledge that His 
eye is on them, and that He reads their 
thoughts. They determine to break His law, 
though it is, like Himself, just, wise, and good ; 
though it is adapted to promote their welfare 
and necessary for the happiness of mankind. 
They habitually contradict His will, though 
He has bestowed on them ten thousand fa- 
vours ; though everything they enjoy in nature 
and art, every friend whom they love, every 
possession which they value, every faculty 
which they use, and every minute of happi- 
ness which they have experienced, have been 
freely given to them by Him. They habitu- 
ally sin against Him, though their lives depend 
upon His care, though they hold all their pos- 
sessions at His will, and though nothing but 
His will keeps them out of hell. They 
habitually sin, though they are destitute of 
all rational or even decent inducements to do 
so ; though they infallibly lessen their happi- 
ness by it, bringmg on themselves sorrow in 
this world, and ruining their souls for the 
next And, finally, they will still sin, though 
their sins are unjust and mischievous to others 
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as well as to themselves. We know what Eve 
did to this world by Ustening to the Ue of the 
tempter. And no one can tell the long series 
of sorrows which any man may inflict by one 
habit of sin upon many of his fellow-creatures. 
If the punishment of sin is to be measured by 
its depravity, its baseness, its ingratitude, its 
insolence, its folly, and the mischief which it 
does, who can justly say that one habit of sin 
may not merit eternal punishment ? 

To the guilt of one habit of sin must gene- 
rally be added the guilt of many such habits. 
Probably each sinner who habitually violates 
one command has in deed or in thought vio- 
lated the whole Decalogue : and if Grod has 
righteously said, "Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written 
in the book of the law to do them,'' (Gal. iii. 
10,) what curse must rest on him who has 
obeyed none of them ? 

But the guilt of disobedience is immensely 
augmented by the guilt of imbelief. "God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
notpensh, but have everlasting life." (John iii 
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16.) " Herein is love, not that we loved Gk)d, 
but that he loved us^ and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins." (1 John iv. 10.) 
And the mercy which has given to man this 
" unspeakable gift," unbelievers despise. For 
all who do not repent and believe on Jesus as 
GUxl commands l^em, (John vi 29 ; Mark i 
16 ; Acts iL 38, iii 18, xvii. 30,) refusing 
to become His disciples, treat Him and the 
salvation which He offers with contempt, just 
as a man would treat a sum of money with 
contempt, if, when it was put into his hand, he 
threw it into the sea. Is this a trifle ? Jesufif, 
" being in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with GU)d : but made himself 
of no reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men : and being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross." (PhQ. ii 
6-8.) He left the glory which He had with 
the Father before the world was, (John xvii 
5 ;) came down from heaven, (John vi 33,) to 
seek and save the lost, fliuke xix. 10,) by giv- 
ing His life a ransom for many, (Matt xx. 28 ;) 
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and has promised eternal life to those who, re- 
penting of their sins, beUeve in Him, (John vi 
47 ;) yet they despise both His sufferings and 
His love. To as many as seek the aid of His 
Spirit, God grants it. (Luke xL 13.) The Holy 
Spirit enlightens, sanctifies, sustains, and com- 
forts the disciples of Jesus, enabling them to 
fulfil their duty, transforming them into the 
likeness of Christ, and fitting them for the 
society of heaven. This gift also unbelievers 
despise. Thus they despise the pardon of their 
sins, which can only be obtained through Jesus ; 
and the regeneration and sanctification of their 
nature, which can only be secured through the 
Holy Spirit ; they despise the threats of Grod, 
which can be averted by nothing but faith, and 
His promises, which can be won by it alone ; 
they despise the heaven which none but dis- 
ciples can enter ; and they defy the wrath with 
which God has threatened them for their un- 
belief. (Mark xvi 16 ; John iii 36.) If blas- 
phemy against the Holy Spirit merits eternal 
punishment, what do those merit who despise 
the chief manifestation of the mercy of Gk)d, 
ibe sufferings and mercy of His Son Jesus 
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Christ, the almighty aid of His Spirit, the 
pardon of their sins, the regeneration of their 
hearts, the restoration of their nature to perfec- 
tion, the enjoyment of eternal life, and deliver- 
ance from hell ? 

The guilt of unbelievers is further manifested 
by the obstinacy with which they adhere to 
their sins. Though their sins are imgrateful 
to Grod, ruinous to themselves, and hurtful to 
others, they will not renoimce them. Gk)d in- 
vites, counsels, threatens, and promises in vain. 
The judgments inflicted upon sinners, the ex- 
amples of Christian friends, the voice of con- 
science, the conviction of their sin and folly, 
the dread of hell, and the hope of salvation, all 
fail to divorce them from their sins. 

Determined, at all costs and hazards, to 
serve the devil rather than serve God, they will 
have their sins, if they are ruined for them. 
No threats or promises, no interests, no pro- 
spect of happiness if they leave sin, no certainty 
of misery if they persevere in it, no rebukes 
of conscience, no curse of the Almighty, no 
sight of the hell which is ready to receive them, 
no counsels of friends, no conversions of sin- 
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ners, can te<ar them away from their sina. 
And yet they were made to be noble creatures, 
full of happiness, wisdom, and love, serving 
God and their feUow-creatm'es. Who can tell 
what such depravity deserves ? 

Qod has said, '' The wages of sin is death," 
(Rom. vi 23 ;) the second death, which is the 
lake of fire, (Rev. xz. 1 4, xxL 8 ;) and in that 
lake the suffering is eternal (Bev. xiv. 11, zz. 
10.) Who can say that it is undeserved by 
them? 

(1.) The eternal punishment of sinners is 
just^ because it is the natural consequence oi 
their just exclusion from heaven. 

The ungodly and unbelieving will be ezr 
eluded from heaven, (2 Peter iii 7 ; 1 Cor. vL 
9; Bev.xxi27; Matt.xxv.30; lCor.zvi22; 
John iii 36 ;) and nothing can be more just 
Those who are depraved would spoil the 
happiness of the redeemed and saved, if they 
were admitted into their society, and, injustice 
to His children, GU)d will not admit them; those 
who have slighted Jesus all their days, and 
who would not accept salvation through Him, 
ciaimot ezpect to enjoy what they constantly 



THE DOOM OF IMPENITENT SINNEEa 85 

refused, nor to be beloved by God, because 
they despised and dishonoured His Son ; and 
those who are unholy and depraved cannot be 
received to dwell with God, to whom their de- 
pravity is unspeakably offensive. But those 
who, losing eternal life, and shut out of heaven, 
are destitute of all good, and have nothing left 
to them but their own depraved tastes and 
habits, must be miserable. And that misery 
must be eternal. For their depravity is eter- 
nal ; and if it is right that they should be shut 
out of heaven for their depravity at all, it is 
right that they should be shut out so long as it 
continues. If their presence in heaven im- 
mediately after the judgment-day would dis- 
turb the happiness of multitudes, their presence 
a thousand ages after would equally disturb 
it. Eternally imgodly, unholy, and malignant, 
they ought, therefore, to be eternally excluded 
from the society of tiie holy and loving in 
heaven; and being eternally excluded, they 
must experience eternally that "weeping and 
gnashing of teeth" which Jesus has said will 
follow it. 

(2.) The eternal punishment of sinnerayf\ski^ 
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IS due to them for the deeds done in the body 
is likewise just, because it is the natural conse- 
quence of the sins which they have chosen to 
commit. 

Bom with a depraved nature, they took no 
pains to reform it, indulged instead of mortifying 
their evil propensities, shunned instead of seek- 
ing the books, friends, and habits by which 
they might have been restored, would not repent 
though God commanded them, would not accept 
the Saviour when God provided Him to save 
them, would not seek the Holy Spirit when 
God promised to give that blessing to those 
who asked Him for it, and so died with their 
corruption all confirmed, totally depraved, 
and eternally enemies to God and goodness. 
Now this, of itself, by natural consequence, 
without supposing any punishment from with- 
out, must make them eternally miserable. And 
as it is right and good in God to make sin lead 
to sorrow ; it is right and good in Him to leave 
those who have chosen eternal depravity in- 
stead of eternal perfection, to suflPer through 
eternity the misery which is its natural conse- 
quence. We often see what is analogous in 
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hunmn life. If one man gambles away at)P 
^tate, he cannot say that God is unjust because 
his whole life is afterwards spent in penury ; 
if another, by his excesses, destroys his con- 
stitution, he cannot complain because he suf- 
fers excruciating pain for many years as the 
consequence. God is just in attaching poverty 
to prodigality, and pain to vicious excess ; and 
the length of the punishment which is the re- 
sult of these good laws is no injustice, because 
it is the choice and work of the sinner himself. 
The sinner in hell, Uke the gambler, has chosen 
to throw away his happiness, and, like the pro- 
fligate, has brought upon himself misery by 
the depravity which he has chosen ; and while 
the depravity lasts, it is manifestly right that 
the pain should be attached to it. It is as just 
in God to permit misery to punish the depraved 
sinner in hell, as it is to allow pain to punish a 
body diseased by vice on eartL 

(3.) On these accounts, it is too plain that 
the eternal misery which follows the sins of a 
short life is perfectly just. But there is another 
view of the case, which also plainly shews that 
sinners must suffer eternal punishment Dur- 
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iag the present life« the wickedness of a man 
who habitually disobeys Grod is restrained by 
circumstances. A regard to health or worldly 
interests or character, the misery which follows 
vicious excesses, some hope of salvation, some 
dread of future punishment, and the fear of his 
fellow-creatures, materially lessen his actual 
wickedness ; but when, at death, these restraints 
are withdrawn, a sinner must become .m^yro 
completely depraved. 

After death sinners do not repent, but remain 
what they were before death till the judgment 
of the last day, (Luke xvi 22-26 ; Matt xL 
21-24; lPetiii.l9; Rom.ii.6-9,12; 2Cor. 
V. 10, &c. and, after the final judgment, they 
will remain what they then are for ever. Raised 
from the dead to be judged and condemned, 
they will then be sentenced to " eternal fire," 
to " everlasting punishment," and to an eternal 
prison. (John v. 28 ; Matt xxv. 41, 46, xviil. 
I 34, 35.) 

i In that miserable state how can they be led 

■ to love and serve God? Here all the blessings 

which they enjoyed, their knowledge that pun- 
ishment might be averted, and their hope that 
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they might be saved, did not convert them^ 
will they be converted when all their blessings 
are withdrawn, and Vhen they are suffering 
the severe punishment which Qod has justly 
inflicted? 

Here there are so many things urging them 
to repent and to turn to Qod, that it is aston- 
ishing th^ refuse to do so. The patience of 
* Qijd, the innumerable blessings which He be- 
stows upon them, the chastisements which He 
inflicts, repeated deliverances from danger, the 
invitations, promises, and threat^nings of the 
Word of God, the counsel and example of Chris- 
tian friends, the conversions which they wit- 
ness, the happiness which attends a godly life, 
and their hope of escape from eternal fire, 
— all solicit them to love and serve Him. Yet 
with all these helps and motives to a godly 
life, ungodly men usually grow worse as they 
grow older. Passion, pride, self-will, and 
worldliness, triumph over better feelings ; bad 
habits grow stronger ; their consciences grow 
less tender, their hearts more unimpressible ; 
their impatience of reproof becomes more quick^ 
and their hatred of religion more complete. 
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When, therefore, all these means of conversion 
are withdrawn, what is to prevent the progress 
in depravity being more rapid ? Here too, espe- 
cially, they hear the good news of a free and 
fall salvation offered to them through Chrkk 
Jesus is willing to receive and save them, God 
is willing to pardon and bless ihem. for His 
sake ; but, after death, these offers of salvation 
cease ; and if their depravity has tiiumphed 
over the glorious revelation of mercy which 
converts so many, how can they be converted 
when they have no warrant to expect mercy 
any more ? 

In their best days, men, in general, are so 
much alienated from Grod and from Christy that 
nothing short of almighty grace can induce 
one of them to become a disciple of Christ and 
a servant of God, so that no man comes to 
Christ except by the power of grace. (John vL 
44.) No man believes in Jesus except God 
gives him that faitL (Eph. ii. 8.) It is of His 
own kindness that He regenerates sinners 
through the trutL (James i. 18.) And with- 
out regeneration no man can enter the kingdom 
of Christ (John iii 3.) But when the Holy 



THE DOOM OP IMPENITENT SINNERS. 91 

Spirit has been slighted by a sinner on earth,. 
He will not dwell with hini in helL There is 
no grace to be had there. And if here, when 
depravity is less, no man can come to Christ 
without Divine grace, how can they turn to 
God without it in hell, when their depravity 
is more complete ? 

While they have lost, through their sin and 
unbelief, all means of conversion, they have 
brought on themselves the curse of the Al- 
mighty, (GaL iii 10 ;) and they are exposed to 
His wrath, (Eph. ii. 3,) which is wrath without 
mixture, (Rev. xiv. 10,) in a place where the 
least alleviation of their suffering is denied, 
(Luke xvi 24.) Instead of hoping that Jesus 
will ever be their Saviour and Mediator, as once 
He would have been, they experience His 
severe justice. (Rev, vL 16.) His last words to 
them from the judgment-seat will be, "Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels,** (Matt. xxv. 
41 ;) and these must ring in their ears for ever, 
as they find out by woeful experience their 
terrible meaning. The companions with whom 
they have chosen to dwell, the devil and his 
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angels, in whose prison they are eternally con- 
fined, (Matt. XXV. 41 ; Eev. xx. 10,) are beings 
who are, like themselves, completely depraved 
Under such circumstances, sinners must grow 
worse. When men suffer for their sins in this 
world, it often has the effect of exasperating 
their malignity against God. Many a time 
hss the prophetic language which describes the 
effect of the wrath of God poured out upon the 
seat of the beast been fulfilled when men have 
suffered for their sins. "The fifth angel poured 
out his vial upon the seat of the beast ; and 
his kingdom was full of darkness ; and they 
gnawed their tongues for pain, and blasphemed 
the God of heaven because of their pains and 
their sores, and repented not of their deeds." 
(Rev. xvL 10, 11.) (Compare Rev. ix. 20, 21, 
xvi. 8, 9.) As the unprincipled and ignorant 
classes of a nation are disposed to outrage 
and rebellion when they suffer, and curse their 
government as the supposed cause; so men, 
in suffering, often through their wickedness 
blaspheme God for it, instead of blaming 
themselves. This will be the effect of suffer- 
ing- in hell. The inhabitants of Tyre and 
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Sidon, of Sodom and Gomorrah, of Chorazin 
and Capernaum, have been suffering for their 
sins long : but they have not begun to love and 
serve God, (Matt. xL 21-24,) for they are still 
threatened with a miserable doom. Like them, 
the fallen angels have been for ages in misery : 
they are expecting torment ; (Matt, viii 29 ;) 
they are reserved for judgment ; (2 Peter ii 4 ;) 
and know that they will be cast into the lake of 
fire ; (Matt. xxv. 41 ; Eev. xx. 10 ;) yet during 
six thousand years of suffering, they have per- 
severed in their malignity towards God and 
man. Let us remember how they have tor- 
mented demoniacs, (see Mark v. 1-7, ix. 7-22, 
&c. ;) and how they now roam the earth, 
seeking to destroy men. (1 Peter v. 8 ; Eph. 
vL 12.) With equal enmity against Jesus, the 
devil did his utmost to corrupt Him, (Mark 
i. 1 3 ;) and failing in that, roused against Him 
such a storm of hatred as ended in His death. 
(John viii. 44, xiiL 2, xiv. 30 ; Luke yyii 58.) 
Now he tempts sinners to all kinds of dis- 
obedience, (Eph. ii. 1, 2 ;) and after he shall 
be restrained for the promised thousand years, 
he will come forth from his prison, with 



94* THE DOOM OF IMPENITENT SINNEBS. 

unabated malice against God and man, to 
lead the world into a new apostasy. (Rev. xx. 

7,8.) 

Since loss, and torment, and dread of worse 
have not diminished the hatred of the devil to 
God, how should those things inspire His chil- 
dren who have his ragiQg lusts, (John viii 44; 
1 John iiL 10,) with reverential affection to 
God ? It is too plaiu that the circumstances of 
the damned will only exasperate and confirm 
their hatred against God. Hell is no school in 
which sinners learn affection. 

What their nature and their circumstances 
render too certain, is likewise rendered certain 
by the express sentence of Qod. Without His 
grace, men's hearts grow hard He has only 
to leave men to their depravity now, and they 
are lost. (Eom. ix. 18.) Not less certainly must 
they, if they are left to themselves in hell, grow 
harder and worse : and God has declared that 
He means to leave them to themselves. His 
awful sentence to be pronounced upon them at 
the judgment-day has been made known to us 
beforehand. *'He ikat is imjust, let him be 
un;zist stiU : and he which is JUthy, let himbe 
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fiUhystiU" (Rev. xxii. 11.) Placed under His 
curse, (Gal. iii. 10 ; Matt. xxv. 41 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 
22,) and His Spirit finally refused, what is left 
to them but to hate Him more and more for 
ever ? Like Satan and his angels, they will hate 
His holiness, because it makes Him hate them ; 
His justice, because it has made them miserable ; 
His mercy, because He has saved others but 
passed them by ; His goodness, because it has 
made their wickedness inexcusable; and His 
power, because it perpetuates their misery. 
They will hate Jesus, because He has sentenced 
them to that place of torment ; they wiU hate 
the saints, because they are good and happy ; 
and they will hate each other, because each is 
worthy of being hated for a character from 
which all virtue has vanished, and in which all 
wickedness has become complete. Are these 
characters upon which God can smile? Can 
He even give them the mercy of annihilation ? 
When not one minute of alleviation was allowed 
to one damned sinner who implored it, (Luke 
xvL 25,) how can these millions receive eternal 
rest ? If a lower degree of depravity brought 
them to the suffering of hell, increased depra- 
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vity must render it pennanent Eternal sin 
must deserve eternal suffering; and God has 
declared that He will inflict it. 

2. The eternal punishment of sinners is 
holy. 

This just punishment of sinners is required 
by the holiness of Gk)d. Throughout their 
lives sinners have heard Grod saying to them, 
" Be ye holy, for I am holy;" and their answer 
has been to choose complete and eternal de- 
pravity. Can a holy God love depravity ? Can 
He avoid hating it? Eeader, if you think 
that an honourable man can choose for his 
bosom friend a depraved viUain, lavish his 
esteem upon a selfish, cruel, heartless, loath* 
some profligate, and love with brotherly affec- 
tion a creature who has nothing left of once 
glorious faculties but drunkenness, lust^ and 
a diabolic scorn of goodness, then you may 
think that God can avoid hating the characters 
of the damned. But if He must hate them 
by a necessity of His perfect nature. He must 
manifest that hatred, not suffering the prin- 
cipal features of His character to be mistaken 
hy His creaturea As He hates depravity, so 
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He wishes them to hate it And to convince 
them that He hates, He must punish it as it 
merits. Both as holy and as true, He must 
act according to His real feelings : and if He 
hates sin according to its hatefulness and His 
own holiness, He must punish it as it merits ; 
that is, as we have seen. He must punish it 
with eternal suffering. 

3. The eternal punishment of impenitent 
sinners is in harmony with the goodness of 
God. 

As the eternal punishment of sinners is re- 
quired by the holiness of God, so is it by His 
goodness. He is so good that He can never 
do anything which is not benevolent When 
John said, " God is love," he taught us that 
He is benevolent without any taint of cruelty, — 
altogether, everywhere, in all things, and eter- 
nally benevolent Benevolence pervades His 
government, because it pervades His being. 
He who has made for us this beautiful earth, 
and when He might have sentenced us all to 
eternal misery, like the fallen angels, has given 
us His Son to save us. He who by His Word 
and Spirit has saved millions of His enemies, 
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all punishment is the prevention of crime, and 
every just punishment which effects this is 
merciful Indeed, the punishment which most 
completely effects it, provided it be just, is the 
most merciful, because it prevents the greatest 
amount of sorrow, and because it does the 
greatest amount of good. If, for instance, 
there is found in any country of thirty millions 
of inhabitants one in every five hundred thou- 
sand who commits murder, the punishment of 
the sixty murderers, which would most effec- 
tually secure the thirty millions from the 
temptation to murder and from the danger of 
being murdered, would be the most benevo- 
lent, and any mitigation of the punishment 
which should tempt the millions to murder or 
expose them to be murdered, would be not 
benevolence but weakness. Now, we know 
that our world, with all its millions, is a speck 
almost unnoticeable in the empire of God. 
We have every reason to believe that God haa 
so many worlds in His empire filled with in- 
telligent beings, that these worlds outnumber 
all the sinners who ever were, or ever wiQ be 
to the day of judgment ; and if these worlds 
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are as populous as our own, there will be 
found at last not one sinner to each world of 
one thousand millions of holy and happy 
beings. If the eternal punishment of these 
sinners merited by them shall be the best 
means of saving the inhabitants of these in- 
numerable worlds from apostasy and misery, 
it is the most benevolent, because it most 
effectually secures so vast an amount of happi- 
ness. And this is the case. We know that 
sinners (few beyond any assignable ratio when 
compared with ihe other inhabitants of the 
glorious empire) will be tormented with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels, and in the presence of the Lamb. (Rev. 
xiv. 10.) The other inhabitants, therefore, of 
the empire will know the doom of sinners, and 
the salutary horror with which it must inspire 
them will shield them from temptation. Were 
sinners annihilated, their punishment might 
in the lapse of ages be little thought of, but 
to see them suffer on as they have merited, 
wiU warn the innocent against temptation. 
Two natures, let us remember, have already 
fallexL Devils^ who were once glorious and 
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good, filled with love to God and their fellow- 
creatures, have yet become utterly depraved ; 
and the sinners who suffer inliell are descended 
from an ancestor who was made in the image 
of God, holy, just, true, loving, wise, and 
happy. If men and angels, both made perfect 
by the Creator, have both fallen into utter 
wickedness, who can say that the eternal 
punishment of the fallen is not necessary to 
secure the imfallen from falling in a similar 
manner ? and if the eternal punishment of lost 
sinners saves uncounted millions from falling, 
that punishment, warranted by justice, is re- 
quired by benevolence. At the same time, let 
it not be thought that this is the only proof of 
the benevolence of Gk)d in that punishment. 
When the saints who have been saved by 
grace witness the ruin of the impenitent, how 
will they learn to adore the goodness of God 
who has saved them from that doom ! We all 
merit it; and if the infinite mercy of (Jod 
saves us from it, I know not what will make 
us more to value through eternity the eternal 
love of God, who gave us the Saviour, the love 
of Jesus, who died for us, and the condesceu- 
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8ion of the Holy Spirit, who has led ns to trust 
in Jesus, than this sight of sufferings which 
we have escaped through nothing but infinite 
mercy. 

And to these miserable sufferers who chose 
damnation rather than discipleship to Jesus, 
there will also be a manifestation of the bene- 
volence of God, which His servants will appre- 
ciate, if they do not. An Almighty Being can 
make a sinftil creature strong enough to bear 
any amount of suffering which He pleases. 
Now, if the actual suffering of the damned, 
instead of being the greatest which justice 
might inflict, is the least which justice will 
allow, then all the difference between what the 
damned might have endured and what they 
will endure, in fact, will be owing to His good- 
ness alone. To that single cause may every 
damned soul, while hating and blaspheming 
God, owe it that he suffers through eternity 
one-half less than he has merited. 

I must not omit to notice that as the pun- 
ishment of the damned will be benevolent, so 
the threat of it which is found in the Word 
at CM in many passages is benevolent too. 



THB DOOM OF IMPENITENT SINNEBS. 103 

For if the snffering of eternal punishment by 
sinners after death will be a safe-guard to all 
intelligent creatures, so the threat of it has 
been the means of saving multitudes of sinners, 
and still will be so. I pray God that this 
little book itself, painful as I have felt it to be 
to write, may save some unconverted readers 
from the doom which it has described. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Beadeb, if you are unholy and disobe- 
dient, without love to God, without love to 
Jesus Christ, without faith in Him, and with- 
out repentance, you are hastening to eter- 
nal misery. Capable of eternal happiness, 
assured of salvation if you accept the Saviour 
whom God has provided for you, knowing that 
God will forgive and bless you if you seek 
His blessing in His appointed way, you are 
yet hastening to eternal misery. Eternal 
misery ! Who can estimate that calamity ? 
If you die without repentance and faith, you 
will lose the perfection of your nature, a per- 
fect society, and a perfect abode, with the love 
of the Saviour, and the eternal favour of Al- 
mighty God. You will lose that eternal life 
In which IB ** fulness of joy and pleasures for 
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evermore/' and you must have instead the 
curse of your outraged Creator, (Matt. xxv. 41,) 
a prison whose gates never open, (Matt xviii 
34,) a penury in which the once abused gifts 
of God have given place to bare and naked 
destitution, (Matt. xxv. 28, 29,) an aimless, 
motionless, sleepless, hopeless life of incessant 
suffering, (Matt xxv. 41,) a character entirely 
depraved, with companions as bad and as 
wretched as yourself, a remorse which will be 
ever gnawing your soul as an undying worm, 
despair unalleviated by a single minute of hap- 
piness, and an intolerable dread of the omni- 
present, almighty, and eternal wrath of God, 
(Rev. vL 16, 17; Matt xxv. 46.) 

This misery is certain, for God has declared 
He will inflict it It is not certain that you 
will see another morning, nor that you will 
keep your reason through another week, nor 
that England shall not be buried in the ocean, 
nor that London shall not be a mass of ruins, 
nor that the Alps and the Himalayan moun- 
tains may not disappear, as Babylon and Nine- 
veh have done ; but it is certain that all who 
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, repentance and faith will have 
|)nnishment, for Jesus has said it. 
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ind pnt your once vigorous body 

n ; twenty years which, if you Judge 

last, you will pronounce to be as the 

1 dew wliich vanishes before mid-day. 
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before the deluge btirst upon them, or as near 
as it was to the revellers of Sodom, when their 
last evening baw the glorious sun throwing its 
peaceful splendour over their luxuriant vale. 

How can you, my reader, live quietly on the 
brink of such perdition ? How can you pos- 
sibly choose these ages of hopeless pain ? How 
can you have any tolerable happiness in the 
prospect? How can you be happy anywhere 
or in anything for a srugle hour ? Go out still 
to your dinner parties and your evening dances, 
to your theatres and operas, but amidst their 
mirth and wit, their laughter and song, remem- 
ber what it will be to be soon in a place of 
torment, where you will be unable to hide 
from God, or to move Him to mercy, or to 
obtain any respite, or to effect any change for 
the better, or to divert your attention from 
your pain, or to engage in any employment, 
or to do anything but to suffer on for ever and 
ever, because you rejected the Saviour, and 
would not turn to God. 

How can you take delight in any of the 
blessings which God has given you, in your 
wife and children, in your relations and friends^ 



your common business, improve 
or conduct your manufactory, or 
clerks, or look after the best in\ 
your capital, or serve your count] 
ment, or pursue your studies, w 
looked-for accident, an insidious d 
from your horse, a railway accid 
apoplexy, or an aflPection of your h 
a single day hurry you to the ju( 
for which you have not made t 
preparation ? 

With such happiness in sight, 
are likely to lose, and such misery 
which you are sure, if you die in ] 
state, to experience, will you stand i 
Will you scruple any sacrifices, O] 
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jrou, your difficulties may grow, and your 
damnation become more certain. 

How can you be content till you know that 
you are saved ? 

If passion, and pride, and habit, have not 
already paralysed your energies, and sealed 
your future perdition, determine to have heaven 
instead of helL Wait for no one's permission, 
and no one's company. Remember what Solo- 
mon has said of this world, " The heart of the 
sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in 
their heart while they live, and after that they 
go to the dead.'' (Eccles. ix. 3.) From such 
persons you must expect contradiction, not aid. 
But, if you are wise, you will stop your ears to 
their ridicule ; force your way through their 
opposition ; and alone, if none will accompany 
you, seek salvation. Do not remain doubtful 
upon a matter of such importance, and take 
care that you are not self-deceived. Get sal- 
vation, and make it sure. '' Can a man be sure 
that he is saved V Eather, can you be content 
to remain in doubt of it ? To be uncertain is 
painful to any man in exact proportion to his 
sense a&d good principle. How can a man 
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who loves Grod bear to think it probable or pos- 
sible that he may live under His wrath for ever 
accursed and blaspheming ? Or how can God 
wish a man who loves Him to have such tor- 
ment ? " There is no fear in love ; but perfect 
love casteth out fear : because fear hath tor- 
ment." (1 John iv. 18.) Once love God, and 
you wiU have no tormenting doubts left. 

We know from the Word of God who are 
saved, and who will perish. 

Those who repent of their sins, who, bs ruined 
sinners, trust in Jesus for salvation from sin 
and hell, who, through faith, love Him, and 
who manifest their love to Him by unreserved 
obedience to His laws, are saved.* Those who 
do not repent of their sins, do not trust in Jesus 
for salvation, do not love Him as their Saviour> 
and do not keep His commandments, as cer- 
tainly perish in helL+ 

If you repent, believe in Jesus, love God, and 
obey Him, you are saved. If you do not re- 

* Mark i. 16 ; Acts iii. 19 ; John iii 16, vL 40 ; QaJ. v. 
vi. ; 1 Cor. u. ; John xiv. 21 ; 1 John v. 

f Acts xvii. ; Luke xiii, ; John iii. 86 ; 1 Cor. xvi 22; 
Jfatt xxii. 
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pent, believe, love, and obey, you will perisL 
All ifi made quite plain by God in His Word. 
If you wish to escape hell, repent, believe in 
Jesus, love God, and obey Him. 

** How can we V say some. " Is not conver- 
gion the work of God ? Does not He give re- 
pentance and faith ?" And they conclude from 
this that they can do nothing till He gives 
them these blessings. Beader, let your sense 
and conscience guide you to just the opposite 
conclusion. If you wish to obtain these bless- 
ings from God, do not, by your sloth and in- 
difference, bring more anger upon you. Be 
earnest in seeking salvation, and use all the 
means within your reach diligently, then you 
can ask the blessing of God. Since God has 
commanded you to repent, to believe, to love 
Him, and to obey Him, repent and believe in 
obedience to His commands, trusting Him to 
help your efforts to obey Him.* Because He 
gives repentance and faith, work and pray to 
obtain these blessings, with confident hope that 
He will give them. What God commands you 
to do, you can do with His help. What He 

• Rom. ii. 6-9, vL 23. 
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Ito many. He is most likely to give i 
nho supremely desire them, and eamestJ 
obtain tliem. 

a ask what you must do to be sava 
Iwer of the Word of God is quite distinc 
■pent, and be converted, that yom: sii 
e blotted out." (Acts iiL 19.) "Beliei 
I Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt l 
' (Acts xvi. 31.) "This is the work i 
Bha,t ye believe on him whom he hat 
1 (John vi. 29.) " He that bdieveth an 
Jtized, shall be saved." (Mark xvi 16 
1 shalt love the Lord thy God vrith a 
, and with all thy soul, and with a 
. This is the first and great con 
lienL" (Matt. xxii. 37, 3S.) " Eye hat 
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So.) '' Blessed are they that do his command- 
ments, that they may have right to the tree of 
life, and may enter in through the gates into 
the city." (Rev. xxii. 14.) Eepent, believe in 
Jesus, love Him, obey Him, and you shall be 
saved. 

^ If you ask, too, what should be your first 
steps, that you may repent and believe, the an- 
swer is perfectly plain. Your danger does not 
arise so much from ignorance of what is to be 
done, as from sloth and indecision, which 
may hinder you doing it. Are you determined 
to be saved ? Will you do as much to escape 
eternal misery as some of our officers and sol- 
diers did in India to escape from the murderous 
sepoys? Hunger, fatigue, the burning sun, the 
blazing cannon, the rattling musketry, would 
not hinder them from forcing their way, as 
long as any strength remained. Footsore, and 
without shoes, burnt by the sand, or torn by 
prickly shrubs, they still ran on ; when forced to 
plunge into the river, they swam, and, though 
panting, when they saw their companions 
sink through exhaustion, they still swam; 
emerged from the water, though woimded, 

H 
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Will you do as much to escape ete 
Will you make salvation your chi 
as it is your chief duty, and your cb 
If you are so determined, your co 
1. Your first step is to renoui 
am, and whatever leads you into 
cannot repent of sin if you cUng 
cannot trust in Jesus to save you 
you mean not to be saved from i 
renounce all sin at onca " He tin 
Qoi doth not commit sin.'^ (1 Joli 
therefore, you wish to be a child 
must give it up. On this point do 
commanded. '' If thy hand offend tl 
it is better for thee to enter into ] 

♦KoT, hujnr,<r two hxndsL tO ffO iutO 
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that never shall be quenched ; where their worm 
dieth not^ and the fire is not quenched. And 
if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is 
better for thee to enter into the kingdom of 
God with one eye, than having two eyes to 
be cast into hell fire ; where their worm dieth 
.not, and the fire is not quenched." (Mark ix. 
43-48.) Part with whatever makes you sin, 
if it be precious as a hand or an eye. Benounce 
every habit which you know to be wrong ; keep 
out of the way of temptation ; avoid the society 
of persons who tempt you ; sacrifice every wrong 
aim, and forsake every questionable pleasure. 
Nor is that enough. Our Lord commands you to 
cut off whatever " offends'' you ; that is, what- 
ever makes you fall into sin. Right to others, 
it is wrong in you, if, through it, you sin. One 
man may drink wine innocently, but another, 
who finds that the least quantity tempts him 
to excess, must abstain altogether, or else he 
will perish, body and soul, in helL No drunk- 
ard shall enter heaven, and if he will not abstain 
from excess because he will not abstain from 
drinking altogether, he will perish as a drunkard 
in hell; therefore Jesus commands him to ab- 
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stam altogether. Beader, if you wisli to be 
saved, obey Christ, by cutting off without hesi- 
tation, delay or reserve, whatever leads you to 
sin. 

2. " Be afOicted, and mourn, and weep : let 
your laughter be turned to mourning, and 
your joy to heavinesa HmnWe yourselves in 
the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you 
up." (James iv. 9, 10.) What have you to do 
with merriment, if you are breaking the laws 
of God, unregenerate, unbelieviug, impenitent, 
and exposed to the righteous curse of Qod 1 
Is it for you to be eating, drinking, and 
making merry, entertaining your friends with 
jocose anecdotes, enjoying parties of pleasure, 
singing merry songs, and seeking a snccessioD 
of amusements 1 Much more does it become 
you to be aloue and confess your sins to God. 
To be gay and joyous, with a load of unpar- 
doned guilt, is offensive to God, Some sinners 
shewed this temper in Isaiah's time, to whom 
the prophet said, " In that day did the Lord 
of hosts call to weeping and to mourning 
and to baldness and to girding with sackcloth : 
AQt/ behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen aad 
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killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking winR. 
And it "was revealed in mine ears by the Lord 
of hosts, Surely this iniquity shall not be 
purged from you till ye die, saith the Lord of 
hosts." (Isaiah xxii. 1 2-14.) Merriment under 
the curse of God (GaL iii. 1 0) is contempt of 
Him. Lay it aside till you are pardoned. 
You remember the good example of the people 
of Nineveh when they were threatened with 
punishment for their sins. "The people of 
Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, 
and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of 
them even to the least of them. For word 
came xmto the king of Nineveh, and he arose 
from his throne, and he laid his robe from 
him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat 
in ashes. And he caused it to be proclaimed 
and published through Nineveh by the decree 
of the king and his nobles, saying. Let neither 
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything : 
let them not feed nor drink water; but let 
man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and 
cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn 
every one from his evil way, and from the 
violence that is in their hands. Who can tell 
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start objections, ask to have doubts dissolved, 
eanvass preachers, compare sects, acknowledge 
how right it is to be religions, maintain that 
evangelical doctrine is certainly true, wish 
they could be religious, suppose that nothing 
can be done without grace, hope that some 
day Gk)d may convert them — ^and all this while 
do nothing. B^n at once to obey God and 
to serve Christ Take His yoke. (Matt, xl 29.) 
Say as Paul did, at once, " Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?" (Acts ix. 6.) Do all 
that you know to be right. Keep the com- 
mandments. (Matt xix. 17.) Make no secret 
of your determination to be saved. Lead your 
family also to obey God and seek salvation, 
and then you may hope that God will lead 
you further. 

At the same time, get all the knowledge 
that you can. You want repentance. Then 
read the law of God that you may see how 
much you have sinned. In this way, as in 
others, " the law is our schoolmaster, to bring 
us to Christ" (Gal iii. 24) " By the law is 
the knowledge of sin," (Kom. iii. 20;) and 
when we know that, our mouths are stopped, 
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I ;) we have no excuses left, &q 

|ven to Christ. Therefore read the la^ 
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Bpirit may convince you of your sinful 

" ruin, because you have neglected t 

Ji Christ. (John xvi 8, 9.) 

I want faith. Then read the gospel, fo 
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Kom. X. 1 7.) And whOe you read of In 

II salvation through Jesus Christ, pray a 
e for grace to believe. " For by grac 

I saved, through faith, and that not c 
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I want luve to God. Then read in Hi 
Jhow worthy He is of your love, whio 
(iiands, (Matt. xxiL 37 ;) for " we lov 
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abroad in our hearts by His Spirit (Bom« 
V. 5.) 

You want regeneration, without which no 
one can see the kingdom of Qod, or enter it 
(John iii. 3, 5.) Then read the Word of God 
much^ for of all belieyers Peter says '' that they 
are bom again by the word of God," (1 Peter 
i 23,) and pray that the Holy Spirit may by 
it r^enerate you, for of himself and his fellow 
Christians James has said, " Of his own will 
b^at he us by the word of truth/' (James i 18.) 

You want obedience to the will of God. 
Then read the Scriptures, that you may believe 
and love, for universal obedience to the will of 
God necessarily follows love to Him, (Matt 
xxii. 40 ; ] John v. 3 ;) and pray much for His 
Spirit, since God has said of all whom He 
chooses to be His people, '' I will put my law 
in their inmost parts, and write it in their 
hearta'" (Jer. xxxi 33.) " I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my sta- 
tutes^ and ye shall keep my judgments, and do 
them.'' (Ezek. xxxvi 27.) 

Bead the Scriptures much. As babes in 
knowledge '* desire the sincere milk of the 
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you may believe and trust Blm; i 
truths and doctrines of the Word of ( 
you may receive and maintain tiiem ; 
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read, pray always that you may be ti 
the Spirit Hear also the best sennoi 
your reach, not only on Sundays, but 
days too. The Lord Jesus has ever 
by the preaching of His word, (Mark 
and ever will, (Matt zxviii 20.) Aiwa} 
fore, when you hear the human teacl 
for the teaching of the Spirit ; so whe 
read the Scriptures, or hear them ez{ 
or converse respecting them, still pra^ 
teachin&r of the Soirit (Isa. liv. 13 : . 
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Christian conversation, and finally pray in 
secret for knowledge and for grace, each 
Sabbath will yield yon solid improvement. 

In conjunction with other means, mnch 
secret prayer is invalaable. Even the wise 
and holy Savionr found it so useful, that some- 
times "rising up a great while before day, he 
went out, and departed into a solitary place, 
and there prayed,"* (Mark i 35,) and some- 
times "he went out into a mpimtain to pray, and 
continued all night in prayer to Gk)d," (Luke 
vi 12.) Can those who have ignorance to dis- 
pel, hard hearts to conquer, guilt to be pardoned, 
moa to eradicate, temptations to resist, and 
souls to be saved from hell, need prayer less ? 

All this you may do by yourself. Still the 
experience of others is not to be despised. 
They can render you some help, and those 
who are weak in faith and in principle are 
stronger when they feel that they are not 
alone. When God sent His servant Philip 
to aid the devout Ethiopian in the wilderness 
of Gaza^ (Acts viii 26, 29,) and His servant 
Peter to instruct the centurion in Cesarea, 
(Acts X. 19, 20,) the happiest results foUowed 
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once^ and may He soon make you a happy 
Christian. 

Christian reader, let us meditate on this 
eternal punishment of sinners, as they do who 
are in heaven with Jesus, that we may be 
humble at the thought of what we have de- 
served, thankful to God for saving us by the 
gift of His Son, thankful to Jesus for saving 
us by His own sufferings, and thankful that 
God, by His Word and Spirit, has led us to 
trust in Jesus, and love Him. And so let the 
eternal suffering which we have escaped, and 
the eternal life which we expect, both prompt 
us to love and serve our Saviour better. 

Next, let us seek to save as many sinners as 
we can from that dreadful end to which they 
are hastening. Eternal suffering is as awful 
as it is certain. Well may the Apostle James 
urge us to convert sinners. (James v. 19, 20.) 
Well may Jude bid us " to pull them out of 
the fire.'* (Jude 23.) Have we not much rea- 
son to lament our want of charity, our selfish 
Acquiescence in their ruin, our dread of giving 
them offence, our neglect of opportunities to 
seek their conversion ? 



mentioiiing to the Christians at Phili] 
unworthy professors of faith in Ghri 
said of them, " Many walk of whom 
told you often, and now tell you even 
that they are the enemies of the cross o: 
(Pha iii 18.) 

With a charity like that towards si 
shall do what we can to save them. 



THE END. 
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